
 

 Calendar of Events 

 

                ******** 

October 3, 2013 :  

Cassina Board Meeting at 

Cabins 10:00  a.m. 

                ******** 

    October 4-5, 2013:   

    National Garden Clubs 

   Tri-Refresher in Augusta. 

                ******** 

October 10, 2013:  

Cassina Garden Club 

Meeting,  All Members 

and Guests: Coastal 

Georgia Historical Society 

H e r i t a g e  C e n t e r ,   

Hospitality 9:30  a..m.,   

Meeting       10:00         a.m. 

                 ******** 

  October 22, 2013:   
Oleander District Fall  

Meeting on Jekyll Island. 

                ******** 

 November 5, 2013:   
Field Trip to The Vine.  

                ******** 

 December 7,    2013: 

29th Annual Christmas 

Tour of Homes: 

 Sea Island - 

“Holiday Traditions.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     October 2013 

 

 

Gues t  speaker Keren 

Giovengo  is the Program 

Manager for EcoScapes 

Sustainable Landscaping 

Program at UGA Marine 

E x t ens i on  S erv i ce  i n 

Brunswick.  She has a BS in 

Zoology and MS in Wildlife 

Science.   

 

 

October Meeting 
Open Meeting 

All Members and Guests 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 10, 2013   
Coastal Georgia Historical Society  

  A.W. Jones Heritage Center 

9:30 a.m. Hospitality     10:00 a.m. Meeting 
Hostesses: Diane Abernethy,  Becky Stephenson                  

Beth Thrift, Betty Young 

   “Native Plants and Sustainable Landscaping  

                   in  Georgia's Coastal Plain”     
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The St. Simons Council of Garden Clubs meeting was 

held on September 9, 2013. Lee Dillard, Council 

member, hosted the meeting at her home in Sea Palms.  

Ten Council and club members attended, along with 

representatives from other clubs. Dale Anderson, 

president of the St. Simons Council of Garden Clubs, 

conducted the meeting.   

St. Simons Council     

of Garden Clubs 
To keep the membership better 

informed about Board actions, a report 

from the most recent Board meeting is 

included in the monthly newsletter. 

Eighteen members attended the 

September Board meeting 

*   2013 - 2014 Budget approved. 

* Technical difficulties prevented 

publishing the  Yearbook. Budgeted 

funds will  pass to the Restoration 

Fund. 

* Results of the cabin survey by 

Tidewater Restoration to be sent to 

membership to review for  vote at the 

September Meeting. 

* Reports on Cassina Cookbook and 

Product sales, Cabins and membership. 

 * GCG and NGC projects Penny 

Pines, Hospice Plant it Pink and 

Golden Days discussed. 

* Sea Island Christmas Tour  discussed. 

* Motion made and approved for 

Historic Preservation and Acquisitions 

committee to donate a few artifacts to 

Coastal Georgia Historical Society. 

 

Board Notes 
 

Council and club members attend the meeting 

2013 Oleander District Meeting 

One way to involve more garden club members in support of the Council and District is to attend the 

Oleander District meeting in October.  Details and a registration form are available at the end of this 

newsletter for the 55th Annual Oleander District Fall Meeting that will be held on Tuesday, October 22, 

at the Morgan Center at the Jekyll Island Hotel.  It promises to be an enjoyable and educational meeting.  

Registration deadline is October 1st.  Contact Janis Rodriguez, Janisemr@aol.com to carpool to Jekyll. 

Member Concerns 

Denise Trethaway’s husband Bob, passed away on September 20th. Our sympathy goes out to her. 

We are thinking of Sara Taylor and Helen Castrillo who are both out of town caring for their respective 

sisters for an extended length of time. 

Our sympathy to Elayne Zeyock on the passing of her mother. 

 



 
   Page 3                                                                                                                                                                                     October 2013 

September Cassina Membership Meeting 

As announced at the September Meeting, the 2013-2014 

Yearbook will be rewritten into a new program for next 

year.  The yearbook committee would like to make sure all 

corrections are made as this process begins.  Any member 

whose house was on Cassina's Christmas Tour of Homes or 

whose garden was on Cassina's Garden Walk, please contact 

Janis Rodriguez.  The committee wants to make sure that 

everyone who has been so generous is acknowledged in the 

new Yearbook. Janis may be reached by email: 

 Janisemr@aol.com or phone, 912-638-9455. 

Greg Jacobs (pictured left) from Tidewater Preservation was the 

guest speaker for the September Membership meeting. Greg 

discussed the completed survey of the cabin restoration project and 

answered all the questions from the members as he described each 

phase of the proposed project.  After his presentation, the 

membership voted to approve the motion from the Board to 

proceed with the restoration of our cabins.  The poster that Jennifer 

Broadus created to promote our restoration project was shown 

along with the slogan, "Cabin Fever."   We all need to catch the 

"Fever" as we look for ways to fund this important restoration. 

Our seven new members were introduced by their sponsors.  We look forward to getting to know them 

better as we work together on our many committees throughout the year. We welcomed Sandy 

Anderson, Mary Griffiths, Neil Henry, Erin Hirschhorn, Nancy Krabill, Joan Neely and Jennifer Wilcoxon 

into Cassina Garden Club. 

 

Member Information Needed 

Janice Lamattina updated everyone on 

the plans for the Christmas Tour of 

Homes.  The Tour will be held on Sea 

Island with six wonderful homes 

decorated for the season.  The Cloister 

will again be our Special Interest 

Stop.  Many of the Tour Committees 

have been busy all summer organizing 

this special fundraising event. 

Becky Yelverton told the members 

about the upcoming workshop and field 

trips this year.  Jennifer Broadus 

discussed the overnight trip to 

Charleston. Space is still available.  

Sponsors with new members, l-r: front: Susan Oakey, Kay Harrell, Erin Hirschhorn, 

Nancy Krabill, Neil Henry, Jennifer Broadus, Anne Caswell.   back: Sandy Anderson, 

Joan Neely,  GeeGee Adams, Jan Campbell, Jennifer Wilcoxon,  Judith-Eff O’Grady, 

Mary Griffiths. 

 

Each month a drawing is held at the 

membership meeting to celebrate the 

birthdays for the month. September’s 

birthday winner was Bobbie Mohlman. 

Happy Birthday  Bobbie and to other 

members celebrating a birthday in 

September. 

 
Happy 

Birthday 

mailto:Janisemr@aol.com
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Make a wreath at the Vine on Tuesday, November 5th at 3:30 p.m..  Bryce and Kelly will lend their 

expertise as well as have wreath forms, fresh greenery, berries, feathers, cedar, magnolia, etc.  to create a 

beautiful holiday decoration.  Wine and cheese will be served.   

Price for the workshop is $50 and includes all materials.  Workshop is limited to 15 participants.  

Please call Sibby Gruber for details at 638-9984. 

Welcome to our new members - 

Sandy Anderson, Mary Griffiths, Neil 

Henry, Erin Hirschhorn, Nancy 

Krabill, Joan Neely, and Jennifer 

Wilcoxon.  We are looking forward 

to getting to know each of you as we 

all work together this year.  

October is our first Open Meeting of 

the 2013-2014 year.  This is the time 

to bring prospective new members 

for next year to their first open 

meeting.  If possible,  sign in together 

and mark your name as sponsor.  If 

you have any questions about 

sponsoring a new member please 

contact June Brown or Charlotte 

Dennis for information.   

 Membership  Docent Committee 

Our summer of 2013 was very successful.  We opened the 

cabins every Wednesday morning this summer, opened for 

some drop-ins, and opened for 2 special events.  We welcomed 

a total of 349 visitors, an increase over last year.  We had guests 

from 21 states and 2 foreign countries, Canada and England, as 

well as visitors from areas close by - Metro Atlanta, Florida, 

and even Brunswick and St. Simons.  We collected $387.26 in 

donations and $236 in cabin merchandise sales.  It was hot and 

humid, but 19 enthusiastic club members and all 7 new 

members  graciously welcomed guests to the cabins.  

Please encourage everyone who may be interested in a great, 

free, informative tour of the plantation-era cabins to call or 

email Martha Armstrong or Leslie Carlton to arrange a time and 

date to visit.  

We are currently making plans for the cabin’s decorations for 

the fabulous Christmas tour.  It’s going to be very exciting!   

Sales of Cassina products at the cabins and at over 20 retail venues on and off the island brought in a tidy 

sum this year of over $3,500.  Busy docents at the cabins kept the tourists supplied with Cookbooks and 

other products when they toured on Wednesday mornings during June, July and August. 

Thanks to all for your support of this valuable program with all proceeds going directly to the maintenance 

of the cabins and grounds.  Plans for the coming year are to increase distribution at more retail venues, 

particularly at off-island retailers and tourist destinations.  

Cassina Products 

Field Trip to The Vine 

If you haven't sent in your $100 deposit to reserve your place for our amazing trip to historic Charleston 

SC, you had better hurry. The motor coach is filling up fast and we don't want to leave anyone behind. The 

cost of the trip which includes motor coach transportation, garden tours, lodging and most meals is just 

$280 per person. Deposit deadline is October 15. Please send check payable to Cassina Garden Club to 

Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, SSI. The balance of the tour fee is due by December 31st. All aboard! 

For more information visit our website: www.cassinagardenclub.org 

Charleston Trip  - March 25 & 26, 2014 

http://www.cassinagardenclub.org
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Jingle bells are beginning to tinkle 

and Cassina’s Christmas elves are 

busily working on plans for our 29th 

Annual Christmas Tour of Homes 

and Bake Sale. 

Six wonderful homes on Sea Island 

plus The Cloister will be on display 

from 10:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m., 

December 7, including our own Neile 

Weis’s darling cottage. With the 

theme “Sea Island – Holiday 

Traditions,” visitors will be treated to 

the sight of family treasures in the 

homes and hotel and to Cassina 

traditions at the cabins and bake sale. 

When called, please consider being a hostess for a couple hours.  It is easy and guaranteed to put you in the 

holiday mood! 

The Bake Sale will have extended hours this year from 9:00 a.m. until the last buses return from Sea Island.  

The popular Product Check returns for a second year.  Dale Anderson is chairing the Bake Sale with the 

able assistance of June Brown. Be sure to sign up for baking at the October or November membership 

meetings, or write Dale at drfrog9@att.net.  Can’t bake?  Perhaps you have a bumper crop of grapefruits 

you can artfully package!  Any greenery not used in decorating the houses will also be on sale at the 

cabins, so be sure to volunteer your evergreens for the Decorations Committee. 

Cookbooks will be sold at two homes and The Cloister, as well as the Meeting Cabin, and will be adorned 

with holiday finery: a great Christmas gift for a chef on your list! 

29th Annual Christmas Tour of Homes and Bake Sale  

 

And the Winner is…….. 

Maybe you!  Have lots of friends?  Know a big group?  Maybe your church choir or another garden club?   

If you sell more Christmas tour tickets than any other member, you will win a Sea Island gift certificate for 

dinner for two, two rounds of golf, or a spa treatment.  What an incentive! 

Last year’s tour was the biggest and best ever with 781 tickets sold.  Let’s go for 800 this year!  The 

competition is ferocious so start selling NOW! 

Miller Photography Certificates Just $100! 

Buy your $100 certificate for a portrait session with David Miller NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 31.  For 

the sake of our beloved cabins, get a fabulous Christmas gift for someone else or yourself and help us 

restore the cabins at the same time.  We can realize $4,400 from the sale of these final 44 certificates. 

Send your check, made out to Cassina Garden Club, to Dottie Fielder, 937 Champney, SSI, or buy one at 

the open October membership meeting, IF THERE ARE STILL ANY REMAINING. 

mailto:drfrog9@att.net
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As if seeing beautiful Sea Island homes decorated in holiday finery, be it an elegant 9,000 sq. ft. “cottage” 

or a tabby cottage filled with antiques and southern tradition, weren’t enough, your tour ticket also enables 

you to enjoy the special experiences that have earned Sea Island its five-star rating. 

Start your Christmas shopping with a 15% discount at the Sea Island Shop at The Cloister, the Surf 

Shop at the Beach Club, The Cloister Tennis Shop, the Sea Island Spa Boutique, and the Yacht Club. 

Treat yourself to a minimum two luxurious nights at The Lodge ($268 per night/single occupancy & 

$340 per night per person/double occupancy plus resort fee & taxes).  This includes your tour ticket, 

two breakfasts and a commemorative Christmas ornament.  Contact Janice Lamattina for more 

information or book at (888) 336-0873. 

Dinner at any of the Sea Island restaurants after the tour.  Reservations required.   

Celebrate the season with a special Cassina Champagne Poinsettia Cocktail. 

Enjoy a leisurely lunch break with either an a la carte menu or a Tour of Homes special three-course 

lunch plus non-alcoholic beverage ($20 plus service charge & tax) at  

The Cloister:        Tavola (11 am – 2:30 pm),      River Bar (11 am – 3 pm) 

Beach Club*:       Southern Tide (11:30 am – 3 pm),       

                       Wonderland (6:30 am – 11 am and 1 – 8 pm) 

The Lodge*:        Oak Room (11:30 am – 3 pm)  

                       Southern Tea ($25 /person; Reservations required; 3 – 5 pm)                                                      

*Present your Tour Ticket for entrance. 

And enjoy the sounds of the season throughout the afternoon with carolers strolling the halls of   

The Cloister. 

A Special Sea Island Experience on Tour Day  
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After last year’s success, our Christmas tour will again feature a team of talented 

Cassina ladies showcasing their floral flair by creating Christmas arrangements to 

be displayed prominently in each of the six Sea Island tour homes.  A new Cassina 

tour tradition! 

Anne Aspinwall, Anne Caswell, Lee Dillard, GeeGee Adams and Jennifer 

Broadus will individually design uniquely inspired arrangements which will be 

raffled off to ticket buyers.  How wonderful to go home with a floral display for 

your foyer or dining table, beautiful and already done for you! 

“Arranging Christmas” Returns   

 

Lee Dillard and Anne Aspinwall are deservedly famous 

among our Cassina ladies for their decorating talents, 

enthusiasm, energy, creative vision, hands-on expertise and 

seemingly unending supply of “things” to use for decorating.   

This year’s tour homes will need everyone’s help in 

decorating, and also some of your decorations. 

Here is a beginning list of “needs” which will be revised and 

expanded as our decorating gurus create their magic: 

     Artificial Christmas trees – 6 ft. or taller, preferably pre-lit; 

          available Thanksgiving weekend until after Christmas 

     Artificial garland (pine or evergreen) and grapevine 

     Nautical tree ornaments, e.g. ships, boats 

     Golf inspired tree ornaments or decorative accessories 

     Blooming Christmas cactus 

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, several teams of people are 

needed to work with Lee and Anne the week after 

Thanksgiving, decorating trees, setting tables, and getting 

everything spiffy and sparkly for our tour visitors.  Please 

contact Lee or Anne and tell them when you can help. 

Deck the Halls!   

 

Cassina Gardener's Plant Exchange  

As Fall approaches, you may be thinning out or digging up plants.  Rather than throw them away, let your 

fellow Cassina members share what you have.  Let us begin a Plant Exchange! 

Please let Pamela Hamilton know whenever you have something available, at pamilton@aol.com, so we 

can “advertise” it for you.  If you are interested, please contact the donor directly.   

         Plants available:    Betty Young has 4 Bromeliads available. 

                                        Bobbie Mohlman has some Sweet Viburnum plants to offer.  
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Oleander District Meeting Registration Form  
 

Mail completed registration form and a check for $30.00 Made payable to Oleander District Meeting  
                        To: Geri Shaw, 801 West Alexander Street, St. Marys, GA 31558  
 

                                    Registration Deadline: October 1, 2013  
 
Name __________________________________________________ E-mail _______________________________________  
 
Badge name preference__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Garden Club ___________________________________ District ________________ Phone ___________________________ 
  

IMPORTANT Please check all that apply to you:  
 
____National Board Member                               ____ Former State President                                    ____ District Board Member  
____National Life Member                                    ____ State Board Member                                       ____ Council President  
____Deep South Board Member                          ____ State Life Member                                             ____ Club President  
____Deep South Life Member                              ____ District Director                                                 ____ Club Member  
____State President                                                ____ Former District Director                                  ____ Club Voting Delegate  
____New Garden Club Member in 2013             ____ 1st Time Attendee District Meeting  
 

Seating limited to the first 250 responses. A $10 late fee if received after October 1, 
2013.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Lodging: The committee has arranged for a special group rate for Monday night (October 21) and/or Tuesday 
night (October 22) at the new Hampton Inn & Suites, 200 S. Beachview Dr. on the south end of the island.  
 
Rooms w/2 queen beds $129 (1-4 persons) plus 11% tax  
Free hot & hearty breakfast for each occupant  
Check-in time 4:00 p.m., Check-0ut time 11:00 a.m.  
CODE FOR SPECIAL GROUP RATE: OGC  
Deadline for Hotel Reservations September 30. Call (912) 635-3733 and ask for the group rate for Oleander 
Garden Club, or make your reservations online at jekyllislandhamptoninn.com and use group code OGC.  

Directions: Morgan Center, 371 Riverview Drive, Jekyll Island, GA 31527. Once on the island make first left (U-
turn) and stay in far right lane which is Riverview Drive. Next right onto Stable Road, Next left onto Old Plantation 
Road, Follow signs to the Morgan Center. For driving directions to the Morgan Center, Jekyll Island click on http://
www.jekyllisland.com/resources/directions/  

Come early and join us for a special Dutch treat dinner Monday night at Driftwood 
Bistro, Villas by the Sea. Hampton Inn’s courtesy van will take us there and back. Contact Frances Smith (912) 673-
8245 or fwrs@tds.net to make arrangements.  

Make it a mini-vacation: Jekyll Island offers a variety of amenities, including 10 miles of beach, four golf 
courses, a 250-acre Historic Landmark District, the Georgia Sea Turtle Center, Summer Waves Water Park, tennis 
center, and an array of lodging options including hotels, cottages and campgrounds. For detailed information visit 
their website http://www.jekyllisland.com/  
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