
 

  

Calendar of Events 

 

                ******** 

A p r i l  3  2 0 1 4 :  
Cassina Board Meeting at 
the Cabins 10:00  a.m. 

 

                  ******** 

A p r i l  1 0 ,  2 0 1 4 :  
Cassina Garden Club 
Meeting:  Open Meeting. 
All members and guests. 
C o a s t a l  G e o r g i a 
Hi s to r i ca l  Soc ie ty, 
Hospitality 9:30  a.m.  
Meeting  10:00 a.m.  

                    . 

******** 

 April   20-26,    2014: 
Garden Week in Georgia. 

 

******** 

 April   26, 2014: (Rain 
date April 27, 2014) 8th 
A n n u a l  T a b b y  & 
Tillandsia Garden Walk. 

 

                  ******** 

  May 14-15, 2014:   
Garden Club of Georgia 
86th Annual Meeting 
Macon, GA. 
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“Life Story of Gardening” 

April Meeting 
Open to All Members 

and Guests 
 

 

Member Neil Henry began his 

gardening career while in 

kindergarten.  Both his parents 

were gardeners, and Neil observed 

his father build a greenhouse and 

potting shed and watched his 

mother sewing seeds in seed 

boxes.  He has always been 

fascinated by the process of seeds 

growing into plants.  In 2006 he 

embarked on a multi-year project 

of creating a garden environment 

for his family and others to enjoy. 

April 10, 2014   
Coastal Georgia Historical Society  

  A.W. Jones Heritage Center 

9:30 a.m. Hospitality   10:00 a.m. Meeting 

Hostesses: Joan Wilson,  Snookie Collins 

Sheron Williams and Virginia Ellis 
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Board Notes 
To keep the membership better 

informed about Board actions, a report 

from the most recent Board meeting is 

included in the monthly newsletter. 

Twelve members attended the February 

Board meeting and approved the 

following items: 

Nominating Committee slate was 

presented for approval by Board 

Claire Jorgenson is the Cassina 

liaison to the Gateway Project 

Update on Garden Walk. 

 

 Birthday Winner 

Garden Club of Georgia  

Sixty-two members attended Cassina’s March meeting held at 

the Coastal Georgia Historical Society. President Janis 

Rodriguez called the meeting to order and Anne Brown 

presented her “Garden Grace.” 

Ann Coburn, friend and 

Smith College classmate of 

member Charlotte Dennis, 

was our speaker on the topic 

of “Conservation and 

Gardening.” Ann’s lifelong 

interest in and study of 

plants and the environment 

led her to chair of the 

Resource and Conservation Committee and National Affairs 

and Legislation Committee of the Garden Club of America.  

Jacksonville friend Leslie Pierpont accompanied her and 

spoke about native plants which should do well in Zone 8b.  

Leslie owns a native plant nursery in Jacksonville, website 

www.nativeanduncommonplants.com. Ann made a donation 

of her honorarium to the St. Simons Land Trust. 

Cassina president Janis Rodriguez led a lively discussion with 

the membership, reminding everyone that Cassina is their 

club and encouraging all to be involved.   All the suggestions 

and comments will be welcomed as the Board plans for a new 

year in the next few months. Members’ questionnaires will 

help greatly in this process. 

Ann Worthington presented updates with the garden walk in 

her usual talented poetic format. 

Anne Aspinwall, chair of the Nominating Committee, 

presented a slate of names for the membership to elect 

officers for 2014-2015.  The slate was approved: 

             President:        Dottie Fielder 

             Vice President/President Elect:  June Brown 

             Secretary:         Sandy Anderson 

             Treasurer:        Sue Cansler 

             Assistant Treasurer:       Leslie Carlton 

March Membership Meeting 

 

l to r: Ann Coburn and Leslie Pierpont 

Don’t forget to save your can “pull tabs” 

and bath toiletries for  the use of guests 

staying at the Ronald McDonald House. 

 

Each month a 

drawing is held at 

the membership 

meeting to celebrate 

the birthdays for the 

month.  March’s 

birthday winner was 

Jane Ledbetter.  

Happy birthday to 

J an e  a n d  a l l 

members with a 

birthday in March. 

 

86th Annual Convention 
“Celebrating Southern Style” 

May 14 and 15, 2014  
The Macon Marriott City Center 

The Convention will offer interesting 

speakers, a workshop and tour.  The 

awards banquet will be on May 15th. 

Registration deadline is April 30th.  

S e e  w w w . g a r d e n c l u b . u g a . e d u             

for details and Registration forms . 

Jane Ledbetter 

http://www.nativeanduncommonplants.com
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      Garden Walk - “Garden Discoveries” 

Co-Chairs 

Dale Anderson, 

June Brown, Ann Worthington 
 

Garden Head Hostesses 

Lee Baxter 

Anne Brown 

Jan Campbell 

Brenda Davis 

Neil Henry 

Sally Hawie 

Elizabeth LeSueur 

Joan Neely 

Joanne Scott 

Denise Trethaway 

Nan Weiss 
 

Garden Selection 

Janis Rodriguez 

Neil Henry, Pam Hamilton 
 

Garden Chair Coordinator 

Janis Rodriguez 

 

Garden Party 

Anne Aspinwall 
 

Photography 

Joanne Scott, Ann Worthington 
 

Garden Descriptions 

Lee Dillard 
 

Garden Docents 

Martha Martin 
 

Cabin Docents 

Martha Armstrong 
 

Artists 

Jennifer Broadus 
 

Treasurer 

Leslie Carlton 
 

Graphics and Printing 

Kay Harrell 

 

Website 

Kay Harrell 
 

Posters 

Becky Stephenson 
 

Rack Cards 

Erin Hirschhorn 
 

Signs 

Libby Hogan, Laura de Martino 
 

Parkers 

Janice Lamattina 
 

Chair Raffle Artist 

Nancy Muldowney 
 

Cabin Cleaning 

Sara Taylor 
 

Tickets 

Leslie Carlton, Dottie Fielder 

What do an old section of granite curbing, latticed mirrors, and a pirate ship 

have in common? They all are part of Garden Walk. This year’s gardens 

offer some really unusual and interesting elements and creative landscaping.  

The biggest news is the addition of Fort Frederica, specifically their 

demonstration Herb Garden, to our tour as Stop #3. They and we are very 

pleased.  Park staff are in the process of revitalizing the herb garden in 

conjunction with Cassina members and park volunteers.  It is a plus for us 

both.  Also an exciting addition is the donation of an Adirondack chair that 

Nancy Muldowney is decorating. It will be raffled during the Walk. 

The format for the tour is similar to last year: labeled plants throughout the 

garden. The added emphasis this year is “plants for arranging” – so those 

plants that work well as material in arrangements will be so noted. A special 

demonstration table will be set up in each garden with samples from the 

plants selected and display creative ways to use them in arrangements. An 

arrangement using the materials and perhaps reflecting the feel of that particular garden will also be on the 

table.  Not left out this year is a seek-and-find game for the garden similar to but different from last year’s 

game. It will be more interactive requiring some simple deciphering of plant names, finding those plants 

which become the trail to the object which is a “tucked-away” intriguing fairy house.  There will be 

several artists in gardens during the tour.  

The garden party at the cabins will be expanded considerably this year: a taste of southern hospitality, 

refreshments, artists, music, as well as the entry for the game and drawings for raffles and prizes. With a theme 

of “planting for arranging.” Curt Smith will have an arrangement demonstration table at the cabins to show 

visitors what can be done with the plants and other natural materials in our area.  All in all, a fun day with  

something for most everyone. Now we need everyone to get on board and sell tickets!   

Garden Walk Committees 
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Garden Walk is well under way. 

The owners we’ve met; 

The gardens are set,  

They’ve survived the cold;  

New growth’s taking hold.  

All is in order there (warm weather would be nice). 

So what’s this year’s flair? 

 

What’s new?   

We’re pleased to say we’ve added anew 

Fort Frederica’s herb garden is on the tour, too.  

With help from Cassina members and park volunteers 

The garden looks better than it has in years! 

(Stop 3) and a very positive inclusion. 

 

In each garden:  to engage and teach 

More plants will be labeled so you may 

Know what’s growing along the way.  

But we’re highlighting plants that are good to grow 

For use in arrangements. And so you will know  

They’ll be singled out and marked with a star 

Easy to see from near and far.  

We’ll have a table set up for view 

With samples to show what one can do; 

Ways to prune or clip, curl or bend 

Tips and possibilities that we intend 

To encourage and share so anyone 

Can know the fun 

Of making arrangements from what they grow   

Planting with purpose is the way to go.  

And then – on display 

In a how-to way 

An arrangement made from each garden’s selection 

Will show the outcome in stylish perfection.  

 

Did you think we wouldn’t? 

This year’s game? 

Not quite the same. 

Similar, yes, and you will discover 

There’s something hidden for you to uncover.   

In each garden tucked away 

 Something whimsical is on display. 

Go find a house - small, quaint, and airy  

Home to an impish garden fairy. 

 

8th Tabby and Tillandsia Garden Walk 

Garden Walk Poem by Ann Worthington 

 

The clues this time require work by you:  

Decipher plant names is what you do.  

These plants when found 

Will lead you around.  

So pick up the trail – it shouldn’t be hard 

To follow the clues around the yard. 

See what’s planted along the way; 

Take some time to enjoy the day. 

When you’ve found the house, write down its name, 

Important for those who are playing the game.  

Turn in your card at the end of the tour  

At Cassina’s cabins for a whole lot more. 

 

And at the cabins?  

Southern hospitality, refreshments, iced tea 

Artists, prize drawings, there’ll be a lot to see 

A raffle, the cabins, an arranging demonstration   

All set up at this one location.  

A Garden Party and maybe a tune. 

From two to five in the afternoon 

Visit the cabins, have a look-see 

At what our restoration is going to be. 

It is a full day, offering a lot of fun. 

With take-home ideas when you are done. 

 

A lot has been done but there’s more to do 

Help is still needed and that could be you.  

Garden chairs are all set.  Please say yes to their call 

For help in a garden; you’ll have a ball.  

Posters and rack cards are ready to go 

Distributers needed. Sign the list to do so. 

Good with a computer? Working online? 

Researching flowers if you have the time. 

Up for a challenge? Creative? Inspired? 

Say yes to this and you are hired. 

Make a fairy house to be given to the Walk 

Interested in that? Then let’s talk. 

 

Don your hats. Put on your smile. 

Help in the gardens for a little while. 

Garden Walk will be another great day 

Your help is needed - what more can I say? 
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Garden Walk Head Hostesses 

Back row, l to r:  Joan Neely, Brenda Davis, Ann 

Brown, Neil Henry, Joanne Scott 

Front row, l to r:  Jan Campbell, Elizabeth LeSueur,  

Sally Hawie 

Not pictured:  Lee Baxter, Denise Trethaway, Nan 

Weiss 

Garden Walk Committee Chairs 

Back row, l to r:  Jennifer Broadus, Janis Rodriguez, 

Leslie Carlton 

Front row, l to r:  Martha Martin,  Anne Aspinwall, 

Martha Armstrong, Kay Harrell, Dottie Fielder. 

Garden Walk Co Chair 
Ann Worthington 

Other Co Chairs not pictured:   

 Dale Anderson and June Brown 

The Japanese Magnolia is often called the "saucer magnolia" 

for its large, saucer-sized flowers. This deciduous tree blooms 

in early spring before the leaves appear, creating a dramatic 

and beautiful statement. The flowers range in color from a 

deep pink to creamy white, and are shaped somewhat like tu-

lips. The Japanese Magnolia can reach heights of 25 feet.  

This tree is relatively disease- and pest-free.  Magnolia scale 

can be controlled by applying an insecticidal oil to the tree in 

the spring. A fungicide applied in the spring can reduce the 

chances of the development of fungal diseases. 

Garden Quiz—by Frances Allen 
Blooming Japanese Magnolias—the Harbingers of Spring 
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Membership 

Cabin Clean-up 

                              April 22 

                       9:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, April 22 is the date 

selected to clean the cabins for 

the Garden Walk.  Please help to 

make our cabins spic and span 

for our guests.  We will be there 

from 9:00 a.m. until clean! 

Please contact Sara Taylor if 

you would like to help. 

There are several important items to remember about our April meeting 

as it relates to membership.  Don’t forget that your dues for next year 

are due by the April membership meeting.  You can mail them in or 

hand them in at the sign-in table when you check in.   

Decisions about membership for next year must be made by this time.  

If you find you are not able for personal or health reasons to be as active 

as you once were and you have been a member in good standing for at 

least five years, you may want to choose to be an Associate Member.  

Associate membership allows you to participate in as many activities as 

you can without penalizing you when you are not able to participate.  

The by-laws in your yearbook explain what that may mean for you.   

April is our last Open Meeting for this year.  If you have someone who might be interested in joining   

Cassina Garden Club, April is the perfect month to invite them as your guest to come and see what      

Cassina is about before they begin prospective membership status for the next year.  It is also the last open 

meeting for those prospective members who may still need to get their second meeting in for joining next 

year.  Please mark PM by their name when you, as their sponsor, sign in with them.   

April is also the perfect month to “catch up” on some of your participation as we begin to get ready for 

Garden Walk.  There are many opportunities for helping; such as sprucing up the cabins for visitors,  

weeding, planting and cleaning up our gardens for our tourgoers, and  volunteering for many services that 

are still needed for the actual Tour Day.  We are also helping to plant and maintain an herb garden at Fort 

Frederica, which will be a part of Garden Walk this year.  So come on!  Pitch in and help in any way you 

can.  Whatever you can do, makes our Garden Club stronger! 

Golden Days 

This is our fourth year 

participating in this former 

National Garden Club project.  

This year, Neil Henry 

coordinated planting daffodil 

bulbs on our cabin property.  

The daffodils are blooming 

and recently Neil organized 

members to deliver them in 

bud vases to other members 

who cannot attend the 

meetings, former Presidents, 

and members who are sick or 

in need of some cheer.                       

 

l to r:  Pamela Hamilton, Jennifer Wilcoxon, and 

Martha Armstrong 

Go to our website at www.cassinagardenclub.org to learn more about the gardens and the Garden Walk. 
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      Cabins Docent Report 

Savannah Trip 

The cabins were opened for two events in February.  On February 

12th, Anne Aspinwall hosted a tour group of four sponsored by 

Georgia Graves.  Georgia hopes to bring more groups to the cabins in 

the future. 

On Saturday, February 22nd, the cabins were open in the morning in 

recognition of Black History Month and in conjunction with the 

Harrington School Restoration Project.  No guests from the 

Harrington School Open House came; however, thirty-six 

“snowbirds” visited the cabins.  Docents that morning were Leslie 

Carlton, Charlotte Dennis, Jennifer Kuja, Deanna Davis and Martha 

Armstrong. 

We are excited to again have several groups from the Roads Scholars  

on the calendar for March and April. 

 l to r:  member docent Deanna Davis with Canadian “snowbirds” 

Seven Cassina members went to Savannah 

Technical College on February 27th for a 

lunch-and-learn fundraiser for the Garden 

Club of Georgia Committee for Historic 

Preservation of Gardens and Sites grants.  

Dean Norton, the head horticulturist at 

Mount Vernon estate in Virginia, gave a 

wonderful account of his 36 years of 

gardening at Mount Vernon.  He included 

information about George Washington (a 

passionate farmer) and the development of 

his estate, especially the gardens.   

The Field Trip Committee’s adventure to Savannah on 

March 19th was a great success and thoroughly enjoyed 

by all who went.  The weather was beautiful which added 

to the enjoyment of the day.  

The trip included a delicious lunch at The Olde Pink 

House, built in 1771 and covered in pink stucco. We also 

had guided tours of the historic district and the Mercer 

House, completed in 1868.  Mercer House was the scene 

of the shooting death as retold in the novel Midnight in the 

Garden of Good and Evil.    

All agreed to put this trip in the “let’s do it again folder.” 

Garden Club of Georgia 

Attendees on the steps of The Olde Pink House 
l to r:  Frances Allen, Anne Aspinwall, Janis Rodriguez, 

Beverly Nash, Jennifer Wilcoxon and Dottie Fielder 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midnight_in_the_Garden_of_Good_and_Evil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midnight_in_the_Garden_of_Good_and_Evil


Fort Frederica and Cassina Garden Club have 

joined forces to restore the herb garden on the 

Fort grounds.  The Fort’s herb garden will be 

part of this year’s Garden Walk. Two members 

of Cassina donated the plants and Fort Frederica 

supplied the labels, potting soil and fertilizer.  

The first day at the herb garden was spent 

preparing the beds.  Weeding and resetting the 

bricks that lined the areas took most of the day 

to complete.  Many thanks to Ann Worthington, 

Martha Martin, Janis Rodriguez, Gail Cowen 

(Ft. Frederica volunteer) and Cesar Rodriguez 

for helping. 

The second work day was spent mixing the soil and fertilizer and planting the herbs.  The Fort Frederica 

staff helped install new edging boards and hauled the large bags of soil and fertilizer to the garden.  Since 

planting the herbs, Cassina members have been checking on the garden.  Several work days were set in 

March for other members to join in the fun and continue to weed and deadhead when needed.  Cassina will 

continue to care for the herb garden until the Garden Walk on April 26th.  Anyone interested in helping 

please contact Janis Rodriguez, 638-9455, Janisemr@aol.com. Help is also needed in our Cassina Gardens. 
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Olive Tree Planted 

Frances Allen, Will 

Kampschmidt, Ruth 

Kolumber and Janis 

Rodriguez met on 

March 8th at St. 

Simons Elementary 

School to plant an 

olive tree in the 

Spanish Garden.  

Frances had contacted 

the school to see if 

they would like to 

have one of Cassina’s 

olive trees in the 

garden.  This was the 

seventh olive tree 

planted on the island. 

Thank you Frances 

for starting this  

wonderful project. 

Fort Frederica Herb Garden 

Cassina Members 

joined other Council 

members to prune the 

roses at the Garden 

Council Rose Garden 

on Demere on 

February 25th.  

Landscaping fabric 

and fresh pine straw 

had been installed on 

a previous work day.  

An arbor will be 

added to  the garden 

once one can be built. 

 

Martha Martin in the Fort Frederica Herb Garden 

Garden Council Rose Garden 

l to r:  Will Kampschmidt and   

Ruth Kolumber 

l to r: Lee Dillard, Ruth Kolumber, 

Dale Anderson and Sandy Bonilla 

Member Concerns 

Our sympathy to Beverly Nash on the loss of 

her brother-in-law, John Patterson. 

Contact Beth Thrift for any member concerns 


