
 

 

        

    Calendar of Events 

 

            ******** 
 

October 4, 2012:  

Cassina Board Meeting  

at Cabins 10:00 a.m. 

 

             ******** 

 

October 11, 2012: 

Cassina Garden Club 

Open Meeting: Coastal 

Georgia  His tor ical 

Society, Hospitality  at 

9:30 a.m. Meeting  at 

10:00 a.m.  

   

             ******** 
 

October 19, 2012:  

O l e a n d e r  D i s t r i c t 

Meeting at Hawks Point 

Golf Club in Vidalia. 

  

             ******** 
 

October 23, 2012:  

Field Trip to “CoastScapes” 

in Brunswick. Depart 

Cabins at 9:30 a.m.  

 

             ********       

 

November 12, 2012:   

St. Simons Council of 

Garden Clubs Meeting. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 October 2012 

October Meeting 

Open to Members and Guests         
 

"The Visionary Behind The Sea Island Look,  

T.M. Baumgardner"      
 

October 11, 2012 

 ~  Coastal Georgia Historical Society  

A.W. Jones Heritage Center 

9:30 a.m. Hospitality ~ 10:00 a.m. Meeting 

Hostesses: Pat Collins, Snookie Collins, Betty Young    

  

 

A program presented by 
Candace Long Brewer and 
Lauretta (Sissy) Baumgardner 
Lingle about Candace’s mentor 
and Sissy’s father.   Talmadge 
Meisse  Baumgardner 
(“Bummy”), was the landscape 
architect for Sea Island from 
 its inception in 1928 until 1974 
when he retired. 

He continued to serve on the 
Sea Island Board of Directors 
until his death in 1994,  a career 
of 66 years! 
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                    St. Simons Council of Garden Clubs 

                                September Cassina Membership Meeting                

 

Pictured:  Anne Aspinwall, President of  St 

Simons Council, with other Council members  

The St. Simons Council of Garden Clubs meeting was held on 

September 10th.  Cassina hosted the meeting with an Open House 

at the tabby slave cabins. Thirteen Council and club members 

attended. 

Anne Aspinwall, president of the St. Simons Council of Garden 

Clubs, held a brief meeting to discuss the Council’s projects and 

to distribute the yearbooks.  Each of the four Club representatives 

had a chance to discuss their Club’s projects for the year.  One of 

the activities of the council is to promote and support each other’s 

fundraising efforts. 

Sharon Flores, Oleander District Director discussed ways to 

involve more garden club members in support of the Council and 

District.  One way is to attend the Oleander District meeting in 

October.  A registration form was attached to the September 

Cassina Newsletter. Cassina members are carpooling to Vidalia 

for the District Meeting.  Contact Beverly Nash for details. 

The September membership meeting was held at 

the American Legion Hall with 65 members 

attending.  Anne Aspinwall began the meeting 

with a discussion of Cassina’s mission 

statement, and how, during this anniversary year, 

we would be celebrating our founding members 

by staying true to our mission. Our major fund- 

raising projects, the Christmas Tour of Homes 

and the Garden Walk, will be designed around 

our anniversary celebration.  The February 

luncheon will be a special celebration of our 

eighty-fifth year. 

The highlight of the September meeting was 

meeting our new members.  New members, 

Dianne Abernethy, Dale Anderson, Anne Brown 

and Yolanda O’Hern were introduced to the 

membership by their sponsors. 

Two Garden Club projects were discussed.  “Plant it Pink,” a landscaping project Cassina will undertake at     

the entrance to Hospice of the Golden Isles.  “Penny Pines” is a project to save pennies to raise money to 

replace trees burned during the summer wildfires. After committee reports, the meeting was adjourned to 

enjoy more refreshments and fellowship. 

 

Pictured, l-r: sponsor Jennifer Broadus, Yolanda O’Hern; sponsor Anne 

Caswell, Anne Brown, sponsor Helen Castrillo;  Dale Anderson, 

sponsor Beth Thrift.  Absent:  was new member Dianne Abernethy 
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This year Cassina will be participating in the National Garden Club “Plant it Pink” program.  This program 

seeks to raise awareness and support for breast cancer and cancer research by planting pink landscaping in 

prominent locations in the community.  Cassina will have the privilege of doing a “pink” landscape for the 

newly-constructed entrance  to Hospice of the Golden Isles.  We will be developing the landscape plan, 

choosing the “pink” plantings and installing these as we complete the project.  Once completed, Hospice 

will handle the ongoing maintenance. 

The garden club has already made a specific monetary commitment to the completion of this project.  In 

addition, we are offering the opportunity to any members who may wish to do so to have a special part in 

supporting these efforts by making a “strictly” voluntary contribution to “Plant It Pink.”  Any additional 

contributions will allow Cassina to enhance our plans to really make a statement with an outstanding 

landscaping effort.  Contributions of any amount would be welcome and can be made to Cassina/Hospice 

to go specifically to this project.  Hospice is a non-profit organization. 

Our community is fortunate to have such an outstanding facility as Hospice of the Golden Isles.  Not only 

does Cassina have a unique opportunity to help them, but we also, through “Plant it Pink,” have the 

opportunity to help in our community to raise awareness for the need for research for a breast cancer cure. 

More plans on this project will be coming shortly.  For information on how you can be involved, contact 

Beverly Nash or Elaine Zeyock. 

                        Announcing “Plant it Pink” 

October Membership  

 

To keep the membership better 

informed about Board actions, a 

report from the most recent Board 

meeting is included in the monthly 

newsletter. 

Twenty-seven members attended 

the September Board meeting 

* 2012 - 2013 Budget approved 

* Sea Island Christmas Tour 

   Special was announced  

* Website new look coming soon 

* Assessment on cabin restoration  

   to begin September 12th 

* Membership activity forms given     

   to  Committee  Chairs  to  turn  in  

   monthly to membership 

* Discussed new GCG and NGC               

   Projects “Penny Pines” and                  

   “Plant it Pink”                          

Board Notes 

Don’t forget that October is our first Open Meeting for members 

and their guests.  If you have a friend interested in joining the 

Cassina Garden Club attendance at the October meeting will be the 

first step toward beginning that process.  Please have your guest put 

“PM” for prospective member by their name when they sign in.  

After the first meeting, we will set up a time to get together at the 

cabins for the cabin membership orientation.  Call June Brown or 

Dottie Fielder for more information on sponsoring a new member.  

They will be glad to help you with all of the requirements. 

Pull Tabs 

Don’t forget to save your aluminum can “pull tabs” for 

collecting at each of our Cassina Garden Club meetings.  

We have a new Ronald McDonald house that we are using for 

collection.  This is a GCG project, and all of the proceeds go to 

support the work of the Ronald McDonald houses across our area.  

The Ronald McDonald Houses offer a “home away from home” for 

parents who have hospitalized critically ill children.   So save those 

pull tabs from drink cans as well as many other canned goods items 

(soups, fruits, meats, etc.) 
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A list of qualified companies to contact regarding our cabin walls was 

obtained from Patty Deveau, President of the Friends of Harrington Project.  

Janis Rodriguez contacted all suggested companies, and The Tidewater Group 

seemed to be the most qualified in the area of historical site restoration.  Anne 

Aspinwall, Beverly Nash and Janis Rodriguez met with the Tidewater 

president and project manager at our cabins.  After meeting with Tidewater, 

the Cabin Committee made a recommendation to the Finance Committee to 

have Tidewater conduct a survey assessment of the cabins at the cost of $1400.  The Finance Committee 

approved this proposal and the proposal was sent to the Board for approval. 

The survey will identify all that is needed to properly restore the cabins, the stages and order of importance 

and estimated cost of each stage.  The first stage would be the repair of the inside walls.  As stated in the 

Tidewater Contract, we will receive a bound report with documentation photographs and detailed drawings 

with recommendations of how to proceed with the restoration of the cabins.  They also will give us 

direction on obtaining grants to help fund the work needed. This initial survey needs to be done to have a 

plan for now and the future on how to care for our cabins. 

Tidewater is a group that solely does restoration work on historic sites and sites on the National Registry.  

They have an office in Savannah and are based in Fredericksburg, VA.  They also have craftsmen on-site.  

Some of the projects they have done locally are the Horton House on Jekyll, the cemetery on Jekyll, the 

tabby cabins on Sapelo and some in Savannah.  They will be helping with the restoration of the Harrington 

School and Cannon’s Point. 

                                   Cabin Renovation 

                  Docent Committee 

 

 

             Product Sales 

After our summer of weekly Wednesday openings 

where we welcomed over 200 visitors, things are 

quiet now. Thanks to all the docents who endured 

the heat and humidity and who showed true 

hospitality.   At the present time, we have one 

group from Epworth by the Sea coming on 

October 17.   We hear that the first grade Pilgrims 

and Indians from Frederica Academy will be back 

in November.  Date and time will be announced. 

Encourage anyone you know who may be 

interested in a great, free, informative tour of the 

plantation-era cabins to call or email Martha 

Armstrong to arrange a time and date to visit. 

Stay tuned for exciting plans for the cabin’s 

decorations for the Christmas tour! 

After our summer tour season, we finished our fiscal 

year with $3,931.04 in sales, which would be the 

most ever sold in a single year. What made the 

difference? The addition of new venues to sell our 

two recently reprinted books, and a well-

orchestrated sale of both books as promotions during 

the Christmas Tour and Garden Walk.  

All of our Cassina products will be offered for sale 

at our monthly meetings.  Also, if you need 

something for a special gift our Coastal Cookery 

cookbook, our  Native Flora of the Golden Isles 

book, note cards, or our Cassina Limited Edition 

Christmas Ornament are all available at the cabins. 

Call Jennifer Broadus at 638-0897 to purchase. 

 

Please contact Beth Thrift regarding 

member concerns. 
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 Birthday Winner 

Each month  a 

drawing is held at the 

membership meeting 

to celebrate the 

birthdays for the 

month.  September’s 

birthday winner was 

Sue Cansler.  Happy 

Birthday to Sue and 

o t h e r  m e m b e r s 

celebrating a birthday 

i n  S e p t e m b e r .   

(Remember, you must 

be present to win).  

    Garden Club of GA - Oleander District   

           Fifty-Fourth Annual Fall District Meetung 

 Friday, October 19,  Hawks Point Golf Club, Vidalia                                         

                9:00 a.m.     Coffee & Registration 

                 10:00 a.m.     Meeting begins 

           Program:   The Art of Bonsai Trees 

Contact Beverly if you would like to go and carpool. 

      Coastal WildScapes       
              Open the Garden Gate 

                 Native Plant Sale 
                       October 13, 2012 

        Location:  Richmond Hill City Center 

               www. coastalwildscapes.org 

                 October Field Trip to "CoastScapes” 

The first Field Trip of the season is scheduled for Tuesday October 23 to 

University of Georgia Marine Extension Service “CoastScapes” - Sustainable 

Native Plant Landscapes for People, Wildlife and Georgia’s Coast.  Meet at the 

Cabins at 9:30 a.m. to carpool to CoastScapes, located at 715 Bay Street, 

Brunswick.  Karen Giovengo, Program Manager, will speak about native plants 

and the CoastScapes Conservation Landscaping Program.  Following her 

presentation, we will have a guided tour of the beautiful gardens.  Donations 

appreciated.   Plan to have lunch at Coastal Kitchen on the way back. 

 

 

Cassina October Newsletter  

 

 Editor                            Pamela Hamilton 

 Publisher              Kay Harrell 

 Distribution              Susan  Oakey 

 Photographers              Janis Rodriguez,  Joanne Scott 

 Contributors              Janis Rodriguez, Susan Oakey 

                                       Martha Armstrong,  

                                       Leslie Carlton, Lee Dillard 

  

 President:                         Anne Aspinwall 

 VP/President-Elect:         Janis Rodriguez 

 Recording Secretary:      Susan Oakey 

 Treasurer:                        Kay Harrell 

 Assistant Treasurer:       Leslie Carlton 

2012-2013 Officers 

Sue Cansler,  

September birthday winner 



“Arp” Rosemary 
Submitted by Susan Oakey 
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Many gardeners grow 

herbs for the beauty of 

the plants and the 

usefulness of having 

fresh herbs to use in 

cooking.  Rosemary, a 

tender perennial, is 

fairly easy to grow in 

southeast Georgia. 

“Arp” Rosemary is 

well suited to this area where we occasionally 

have several days of freezing temperatures 

during the winter. 

Arp, a small town in East Texas, has lent its name 

to a particularly hardy strain of rosemary.  Thirty 

years ago temperatures in that part of Texas fell to 

the single digits at night and did not rise above 32 

degrees during the day for more than a week.  As a 

result, many plants were severely damaged or 

killed. However, in Arp, a stand of rosemary 

survived and flourished.  Cuttings of these plants,  

botanical name Rosmarinus officinalis “Arp,” have 

been grown successfully in colder climates as far 

north as Washington, DC, ever since. 

Rosemary is available as a prostrate cultivar 

suitable for hanging baskets; however, Arp 

rosemary grows as an upright plant that has gray-

green needle-like leaves.  As the plant matures, the 

stems develop into woody limbs.   Rosemary 

plants are readily available at local specialty 

nurseries such as Ace Garden Center. 

Be sure to look for a label that says “Arp.”  The 

plant is a relatively slow grower; heights 

eventually reach 36 to 48 inches and widths of 18 

to 24 inches.   Although full sun is ideal, rosemary 

will tolerate up to a half day of shade.  Other than 

a light application of mulch, rosemary doesn’t 

need much special attention and seems pest and 

disease resistant.   The rosemary fragrance is 

unmistakable, and the herb is useful for flavoring 

chicken, lamb, and pork. 

 

 

As our second decade began, the women of 

Cassina continued the projects begun during our 

first ten years.  This is some of what they 

accomplished during the next ten years: 

In 1939, the second edition of Coastal Cookery 

was printed (without advertisements) and was 

reviewed in the March issue of  House and Garden. 

The Garden Club of Georgia held its 1939 

annual meeting in Glynn County. 

In 1939, Cassina put a large foundation 

planting of azaleas and camellias along the 

entire front wall of the yard at Christ Church. 

In 1939, Cassina persuaded the County 

Commission to put curbing around the Mallery 

Street Parkway in the Village, to protect the 

large oak trees in its center, and landscaped it 

with 65 azaleas and 59 rose bushes paid for 

with funds from Coastal Cookery. 

In 1940, Cassina planted 50 oleanders, donated 

by Mrs. Eugene Lewis, around the old County 

Casino building. 

The Club suspended activity from February, 1943, 

until May, 1944, due to the stress of the war and 

transportation problems caused by gas rationing. 

In 1946, the ladies of Cassina landscaped the 

grounds of the new elementary school (St. 

Simons Elementary). 

In 1947, Cassina directed the landscaping 

around the new Post Office building (now the 

site of the Coastal Georgia Historical Society 

building, the parking lot and the County pool 

area) and contributed to its maintenance. 

In January, 1947, Cassina held its first Annual 

Camellia Show at the cabins. 

Dues for the l947-48 year were $2.00/year. 

 

 

Cassina’s Second Decade 
The War Years—1938-1947 

Submitted by Leslie Carlton  
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                            Christmas Tour of Homes 

Back row, l-r:  Joan Wilson, Jane Bangert, Sibby Gruber, GeeGee 

Adams, Susie Salvatore, Joanne Scott, Anne Brown 

Seated, l-r:  Elizabeth LeSeuer, Beverly Nash, Dottie Fielder, Rose 

Ann Williams 

Not pictured:   Helen Castrillo, Jennifer Kuja, Liz DeMato, Lee 

Baxter, Becky Yelverton 

                                    2012 Special Tour Guidelines  

* Everyone must take a Tour Bus from the Cassina Cabins to and from Sea Island,

  the Tour Homes and the Cloister – NO car parking at the Tour Homes 

* Free all day parking at the Cassina cabins on Gascoigne Bluff, St. Simons. 

* Tickets must be shown for access to buses, Tour Homes and The Cloister Hotel. 

* Sea Island buses leave from the cabins to Sea Island beginning at 9:45 a.m.                                                                                      

 The last bus to Sea Island will depart no later than 3:00 p.m. 

* Buses navigate the tour route on a continuous basis, stopping at Tour Homes, The Cloister Hotel and 

  returning to the Cassina cabins. 

* Tour homes close at 5:00 p.m.  The last bus leaves from The Cloister Hotel to the Cassina cabins at 5:30 

 p.m. Individuals missing this last bus are responsible for securing transportation off Sea Island. 

* Tourgoers returning to Sea Island for dinner must have reservations in one of the Sea Island restaurants                                                                

 and must show their ticket for access to Sea Island. 

* "Product Check" for items purchased at Bake Sale will close at 6:00 p.m. 

* Restroom facilities are located at the Gascoigne Bluff public park and The Cloister Hotel.  

One of the most enjoyable aspects of our 

Christmas Tour is the opportunity to smile and say 

“Merry Christmas” a hundred times. This is what a 

Tour Hostesses does. She is the most beautiful 

“decoration” in the home! All of the sparkling 

crystal, silver and lights will never stand up to the 

brilliance of a smile from the hostess. 

This year with our exclusive Sea Island Home 

Tour and its magnificent expansive homes, we 

need every Cassina member to be a hostess and to 

turn on those  high wattage smiles. 

Head Hostesses (three per house with one on each 

shift) have and will continue to recruit Cassina 

members and friends for hostess duty. With 

everyone’s participation, there will be plenty of 

time for all hostesses to go on the Tour and to stop 

by the Cloister Hotel. 

Please say “yes” when you are contacted, and, 

perhaps, ask a friend to join you. You do not want 

to miss this opportunity to wish everyone a “Merry 

Christmas” and to gift them with a holiday smile. 

Merry Christmas! 

Head Hostesses 
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                      Christmas Tour Committee Chairs 

 

 

Cheers to the Chairwomen of the 

28th Annual Cassina Christmas 

Tour and Bake Sale! 

These are the ladies that said 

“Sure, I can do that” way back in 

the spring.  Some even said “Sure” 

back last winter. So, what makes 

them so different? 

They are bold. They have a 

“can do” attitude and expect to 

succeed. They have made plans  

and a few compromises when 

prudent. 

They are not afraid of making a 

mistake. It’s possible they may 

make one, but someone will step 

up to help them out. They are  

confident mistakes can be 

corrected and even laughed at. 

* They know that Cassina  is made 

up of strong women who can accomplish almost anything when we put our minds to it, even if that “thing” 

is selling a record number of Tour tickets. They know that times are tough, the cabins need restoration, it is 

our responsibility and we need money.   

So now it is up to the rest of us to begin our job – selling tickets. Sell those tickets to friends and 

neighbors;  give them as Christmas gifts to your family and others who you want to remember for the 

holiday.  It is time to be bold, to be fearless and collectively strive to make this Tour a record-breaking 

success.  We can do that! 

 

Back row, l-r:  Denise Trethaway, Becky Stephenson, Lee Dillard, Bobbie Molhman, Dale 

Anderson, Sue Chambless; Seated, l-r:  Leslie Carlton, Anne Aspinwall, Kay Harrell, 

Martha Armstrong; Not pictured:  Jennifer Broadus, Ann Worthington, Sandy Storino, 

Libby Hogan, Laura DeMartino, Beth Thrift 

“Arranging Christmas” 

Taking the Christmas Spirit home is this year’s new Tour feature 

Cassina members will display festive floral and greenery arrangements that they have created at each of 

the five homes on the tour.  Informative “How To” worksheets will be available for Tourgoers to take 

home and recreate the decorative arrangements themselves. Five of the arrangements will be offered as 

prizes when you buy a $5.00 raffle ticket to support the preservation of the historic Cassina slave cabins 

at Gascoigne.  Many of the other decorations will be for sale to take home after the tour’s end.  Cassina 

Garden Club has it all “arranged” to make your Christmas more beautiful than ever! 

The Chairwomen Make It Happen! 

 


