
 

 Calendar of Events 

                ******** 

A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 1 3 :  
Cassina Board Meeting at 
the Cabins 10:00  a.m. 

                  ******** 

A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 1 3 :  
Cassina Garden Club 
Meeting:  Open Meeting. 
All members and guests: 
C o a s t a l  G e o r g i a 
Hi s to r i ca l  Soc ie ty, 
Hospitality 9:30  a..m..   
Meeting  10:00 a.m.  

                  ******** 

 April 16-18, 2013:   
Garden Club of Georgia 
Annual Convention, 
Marietta, GA. 

                  ******** 

 April   20,    2013: 
Garden Walk Interview, 
9-11 am, AM 1100 WCGA. 

******** 

 April   21-27,    2013: 
Garden Week in Georgia. 

******** 

 April   27 (rain 28), 2013:   
7th Annual Tabby & 
Tillandsia Garden Walk. 

                  ******** 

  M a y  6 ,  2 0 1 3 :   
St. Simons Council of 
Garden Clubs Meeting, 
Year-End Luncheon. 

                                                                                                                                                                               April 2013 

“Perils in the Garden”  

presented by Marcia C. Wargovich 

 

April Meeting 
Open to All Members 

and Guests 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Maria C. Wargovich is the 

D i s t r i c t  R e g i o n a l 

Coordinator of the Coastal 

Health District.  Her talk  

will focus on how to protect 

ourselves while gardening 

as well as other useful tips 

on surviving in our 

somewhat dangerous 

greater  environment. 

 

April 11, 2013   
Coastal Georgia Historical Society  

  A.W. Jones Heritage Center 

9:30 a.m. Hospitality   10:00 a.m. Meeting 
Hostesses: Joan Wilson, Sheron Williams, Charlotte Dennis 
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Board Notes 
To keep the membership better 

informed about Board actions, a report 

from the most recent Board meeting is 

included in the monthly newsletter. 

Twenty-two members attended the 

February Board meeting and approved 

the following items: 

Greg Jacobs from Tidewater 

Preservation presented findings of 

Cabin Survey. 

Motion was passed to repair the 

Tea Cabin chimney flashing. 

Tidewater findings will be briefly 

presented to members. 

Update on Garden Walk. 

 Birthday Winner 

Garden Club of Georgia  

2013 State Convention 

“Georgia Gardeners  

on Parade” 

April 16, 17 and 18, 2013  
 

Don’t forget the GCG’s 85th Annual 

Convention that will be held at the 

Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel and 

Conference Center. Registration 

deadline is April 1st. Registration 

forms, plus further details are available 

online at  www.gardenclub.uga.edu. 

The Awards Banquet will be held on 

April 17th.  This is Sharon Flores’ last 

year as our District Director. 

If interested in attending, please contact 

Ann Aspinwall. 

Each month a drawing is held at the membership meeting to 

celebrate the birthdays for the month.  March’s birthday 

winner was Betty McCartney.  Even though she was not 

present at the meeting, it was agreed that Betty should be the 

March Birthday Girl as she is celebrating her 90th birthday 

on March 20th.  Congratulations!  Happy Birthday to Betty 

and other members celebrating a birthday in March.  

Fifty-six members attended Cassina’s March meeting held at 

the Coastal Georgia Historical Society, hosted by Dianne 

Abernethy, Dale Anderson, June Brown, and Jane Rives. 

President Anne Aspinwall called the 

meeting to order and Anne Brown 

presented her “Garden Grace” on a 

shamrock/St. Patrick’s Day theme.   

Guest speaker Hillary Parker was 

introduced.  She spoke on her 2003-

2004 experiment with Monarch 

butterflies including insights into the 

Monarch’s  l i f e  cyc le ,  t he 

horticulture which provides their 

sustenance and her fascinating trek 

to Monarch habitats in Mexico.   

Beverly Nash, chairman of the Nominating Committee,  

presented the slate of officers for 2013-2014.  A motion was 

made, and carried,  to approve the nominations. 

Janis Rodriguez made a motion, which was carried, to 

continue the cabins’ Tidewater survey project.  Janis showed 

artifacts found during the planting of the olive trees at the 

cabins’ site at which time more cabin foundations were found. 

Ann Worthington gave an update on the Garden Walk.  Ticket 

sales were encouraged and members were reminded of the 

two-night stay at the Ocean Lodge for the member selling the 

most tickets. The Garden Walk will be featured on Sandy 

Turbidy’s regular Saturday morning radio garden show, at 

AM 1100  WCGA on April 20th, 9-11 am. 

Martha Martin, our Garden Chair, announced a March 23rd 

workday at the cabins, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

Sharon Flores, Oleander District Chairman, reminded 

everyone about the State Convention being held April 16-18.  

March Membership Meeting 

 

Don’t forget to save your can 

“pull  tabs” for collecting at each 

Cassina meeting. 
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Final preparations for the rapidly approaching Garden Walk on 

Saturday, April 27th, are well under way. The enthusiastic owner/

gardeners have been putting the welcoming touches to their gardens 

to get ready for the event. Several will be in their gardens to welcome 

visitors. With such a great and varied group of gardens, there is a 

garden for everyone’s taste and much to learn from each. 

Every garden will have 20-30 featured and labeled plants, some tried and 

true, some new, all interesting, and, of course, the “treasure” to be found 

on the hunt. To close out the day visitors are invited to come to an old-

fashioned Garden Party at the cabins, 2-5 p.m., for some light 

refreshments, a little music, an artist in the garden, and drawings for 

treasure hunt prizes. The stage is set for a great day in the gardens! 

What’s left to do?  First, continue to get the Garden Walk word out to 

friends, neighbors, relatives. Talk it up. Send the email flyer, if you 

haven’t already done so, to those in your book club, tennis or golf 

group, bridge group. Create a buzz. There will be good local 

publicity in the coming weeks but word of mouth and your 

enthusiasm, will do wonders. 

Second, tickets need to be sold. Each member is encouraged to buy a 

ticket and enjoy the tour. You will be glad you did! Even if you are a 

hostess for a shift, there is still plenty of time to visit the gardens. 

Remember there is no standing in line to wait for a bus. 

For those who hostess in the gardens, one ticket may be 

purchased for $20 as in prior years.  Leslie Carlton, Tour 

Treasurer, will  have a list of hostesses and you may contact her 

for a ticket. Non-member hostesses will be given an opportunity to 

purchase this ticket. 

New this year: All other Cassina members may also purchase one 

discounted ticket for $25 at the April membership meeting or by 

simply contacting Leslie. 

As an incentive for selling tickets, Jennifer Broadus has secured a 

two-night stay at the Ocean Lodge in an ocean-front suite for the 

lucky member who sells the most tickets.  Leslie will be glad to 

provide you with additional tickets to sell.  Please remember that the 

monies realized from the sale of Garden Walk tickets are vital to the 

maintenance of the tabby slave cabins and grounds that Cassina 

proudly protects and cares for. 

None of the preparation for Garden Walk could have been 

accomplished without the willing and able help of so many members 

who simply said “yes” when asked to help.  Thanks to everyone who 

will help make our Garden Walk a memorable day in the gardens. 

7th Tabby and Tillandsia Garden Walk 

“Garden Treasures” 

 Ann Worthington, Garden Walk Co-Chair 

L-r:  Libby Hogan, Martha Martin, Martha  

        Armstrong and Dale Anderson 
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Garden Walk Committee 
Co-Chairs 

June Brown, Ann Worthington 

 

Garden Head Hostesses 

Anne Aspinwall 

Jane Bangert 

Anne Brown 

Jan Campbell 

Brenda Davis 

Deanna Davis 

Ladye Heisel 

Marcia Kester 

Jenifer Kuja 

Ann McCann 

Joanne Scott 

Rose Ann Williams 

 

Garden Party 

Sharon Flores, Susie Salvatore 

Becky Yelverton 

 

Photography 

Mary Lynch 

Garden Selection 

Anne Aspinwall, June Brown, 

 Susan Oakey, Janis Rodriguez 

 

Garden Descriptions 

Lee Dillard 

 

Docent Coordinator 

Dale Anderson 

 

Garden Docents 

Martha Martin 

 

Cabin Docents 

Martha Armstrong 

 

Garden Party Artists, 

Dish Garden Raffle 

Jennifer Broadus 

 

Treasurer 

Leslie Carlton 

 

Publicity 

Liz DeMato, Nancy Muldowney 

 

Graphics and Printing 

Kay Harrell 

 

Website 

Kay Harrell 

 

Posters, Rack Cards, Retail Tickets 

Dottie Fielder 

 

Signs 

Laura de Martino, Libby Hogan 

 

Parker Calling 

Becky Stephenson 

 

President Cassina Garden Club, Inc 

Anne Aspinwall 

 

 

 

L-r  Jan Campbell, Anne Aspinwall, 

       Rose Ann Williams, Anne Brown, 

           Brenda Davis, Ladye Heisel,  

       Jennifer Kuja, Joanne Scott, Jane  

           Bangert, Deanna Davis 

L-r: Lee Dillard, Dottie Fielder, Mary Lynch L-r: Jennifer Broadus, Becky Yelverton, 

        Susie Salvatore and Sharon Flores. 

Go to our website at www.cassinagardenclub.org to learn  more about the gardens and the Garden Walk. 
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The April meeting is our last Open Meeting for 

guests and prospective members.  Please sign in 

together so the Membership Committee will know 

the guest and their sponsor for membership.  

Working in one of our major projects is a 

requirement for all prospective members so please 

make sure your prospective new member is signed 

up to work on the Garden Walk this year.   

After all dues payments have been collected from 

current members, invitations to join the Casssina 

Garden Club will be sent to all prospective 

members who have completed their 

requirements for membership.  Sponsors must 

check to ensure that their prospective member is 

current on membership requirements and has been 

placed on the waiting list to join our Garden Club. 

If you have any questions or concerns about 

membership, please feel free to contact anyone on 

the Membership Committee.  

Membership 

Volunteers are needed to make sure our beautiful 

landscaping project at Hospice remains in tip top 

shape throughout the year.  We need a few folks to 

do general upkeep—pull a few weeds, deadhead 

plants, fertilize the roses and advise the club if 

plants need to be replaced or added.  We are 

setting up a schedule now for the months of April, 

July, Sept and December.  (Of course you can also 

go other months.) We will only need two or three 

people at a time.  

If you would be willing to help, please e-mail or 

call Beverly Nash and let her know which month 

you would like to work.  She will then coordinate 

the groups.   

This landscaping project is really important to the 

club.  Not only does it serve a great facility, but the 

Cassina name is the first thing people see when 

they arrive at Hospice.  Let’s make sure we keep it 

worthy of our Cassina reputation.  

Hospice 

The daffodils we planted 

last year as our National 

Garden Club Golden Days 

Project are blooming. Those 

we planted this year are 

growing, hopefully to give 

us more beautiful blooms 

over the next few weeks.  

This is just the beginning. As we plan to add more 

bulbs in coming years, we anticipate a larger spring 

spectacle of blooms each year.  

Come by the cabins and see them! 

Sandy Turbidy interviewed Ann Worthington, Co-

chair of Garden Walk, and Anne Aspinwall, 

President, for her radio show, Gardening in Glynn. 

The segment will air on Saturday, April 20th at 

9:00 a.m. on News/Talk 1100 WCGA.  

In addition to talking about the history of 

Cassina’s cabins, listeners are informed about our 

fundraisers to help maintain and preserve the 

historic cabins. The radio listener was “walked” 

through several of the gardens featured on our 7th 

Annual Tabby and Tillandsia Garden Walk.  

Topics included are the new aspect of labeling  

featured plants in each garden and the Treasure 

Hunt culminating in the Garden Party at the 

cabins.  Joining the conversation are two of our 

garden owners talking about their specific designs, 

and Candace Brewer, landscape architect.  

Airing this interview one week before our tour is 

perfect timing for reaching other interested 

gardeners.  Don’t forget to tune in to 1100 WCGA 

on April 20th at 9:00 a.m. 

Garden Walk on the Radio 

Our Daffodils in Bloom 
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From Our Gardens  -  Spring Clean-Up  

Time for spring cleaning.   The cotton plants have survived the 

winter—the grape arbor has been trimmed.  On Saturday, March 

23rd, at 9:00 a.m. we will be having a major cleanup of the 

gardens.  The more members we have come to help, the faster 

the work will be done. There are plenty of options for helping. 

Come spend whatever amount of time you can to help us 

beautify our grounds.  

Beginning in April, there will be a workday every Saturday at 

9:00 a.m.  Annuals and perennials will be planted as they 

become available. 

Hamilton Plantation's Garden Bazaar  

Saturday, April 27 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

123 Arthur J Moore Dr.   

Buy beautiful plants and unique and vintage containers at Hamilton 

Plantation's Garden Bazaar. Members take plants from their own 

gardens and scour flea markets and antique shops for one of a kind 

containers. Free tips on planting and maintaining.  

Contact Sandy Bonilla at bonilla-sandra43@att.net  

The Outer Coastal Plain Chapter of the Georgia Native Plant Society, 

GNPS, a new organization, is having a two-day event at Gaudi’s 

Gardens, the home of Mary Moore, President of the chapter,  on  

                 Friday, April 26        10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  

             Saturday, April 27        10 a.m. to 7 p.m.. 

Events include native plant sale and 

identification, planting for caterpillars, 

native sapling give-away, native plant photo 

competition and fairy house building—all at 

158 Settlers Hammock Circle and the 

surrounding common area. Please bring 

your children and grandchildren to this free 

inaugural event.   

Please visit their web site for further details  

at www.georgianativeplantsociety.org. 

“Plant a Georgia Native” 

 

Cabin Clean-up 
                              April 22 

                       9:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, April 22 is the date 

selected to clean the cabins for 

the Garden Walk.  Please help 

to make our cabins spic and 

span for our guests.  We will be 

there from 9:30 a.m. until 12 

noon. 

Please email Sara Taylor if you 

would like to help. 

Member Concerns 

Claire Jorgensen is 

recovering from a broken 

ankle. 

Sue Cansler’s husband 

Chuck is recovering from 

bilateral knee replacement. 

F r a n c e s  A l l e n  i s 

recovering from a broken 

ankle. 

Our sympathy to former 

active member Nancy 

Acree on the loss of her 

husband. 

mailto:bonilla-sandra43@att.net
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Camellias were honored in China during the Ming Dynasty as 

the “most beautiful flower under the heavens.”  For centuries in 

Japan they have been an integral part of everyday life.  And, 

since 1786 when they were introduced into the United States at 

Middleton Place in Charleston, they have been a staple in the 

southern garden.  Middleton family history relates that the 

famous French botanist, Andrè Michaux, gave the family some 

of the first camellias to be planted in an American garden.  

"Reine des Fleurs" or "Queen of Flowers" is one of the four 

original plants still blooming after more than 225 years.  Today, 

Middleton Place has over 3,500 camellias. 

Camellias flourish beneath filtered sunlight and flower in the late fall and winter when we have little else 

in bloom.  During the remainder of the year, their glossy evergreen foliage and relatively slow growth 

make them excellent landscape plants.  Drainage should be good, and leaf mold and compost should be 

worked into the planting area.  The best time to transplant camellias is from November to February so the 

roots can become established before the summer heat. 

The common name “camellia” usually refers to Camellia japonica, but Camellia sasanqua is also a 

favorite in our island gardens.  Camellia sinensis is the tea plant which produces the green tea that is 

popular in Japan.  Regardless of the species of camellia you prefer, several varieties should be planted in 

every garden where conditions permit.  The camellia is truly the “royal family” of all evergreen shrubs. 

 

Camellias 

 by Sharon Flores 

 

The Fig Tree  
By Frances Allen 

In the time of Jesus, the fig tree was 

popular  and plentiful in the Middle 

East.  Often called a “poor man’s 

food,” figs are rich in calcium, 

phosphorus and iron. 

The Greeks believed the fig was a sacred gift from Demeter, 

the goddess of the harvest.  It is also known as the Tree of 

Life and Knowledge in some Far East and African countries. 

Figs are one of the seven foods mentioned when the Israelites 

reached the Promised Land.  It was one of the “first fruits” 

brought to the Temple each year in thanksgiving for God’s 

bounty. 

Figs were one of the earliest fruits to be cultivated—first in 

Asia, then Greece and the other Mediterranean countries.  

Today Algeria is the largest producer of figs in the world. 

 

Coastal Wildscapes 
Native Plant Sale 

  

Saturday, April 6th 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 

Coastal WildScapes will once again  

hold their annual Native Plant Sale at  

the Ashantilly Center in Darien.   There 

will also be  educational programs. 

Coastal WildScapes is one of the groups 

Cassina has supported for several years.  

There is no charge for the event.  Please 

register at:  info@coastalwildscapes.org. 

See also www.coastalwildscapes.org. 
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We had many notable Presidents of Cassina during this time.  In 

1998 Billy Propst, a  dedicated member of Cassina, was elected 

as President.  Her husband, Marshall, gave patriotic readings at 

the cabins and on one occasion read some ghost stories at 

Halloween. 

In 1999,  Doris  Anglin became President.  During her time, the 

video that we show visitors to the cabins was planned.  Anne 

Caswell was the power behind the production and Millie 

Wilcox was the narrator.  The video has been an invaluable 

instrument in educating tourists visiting our cabins. In 2000, 

Mrs. William Elias was President. Marianna was the daughter 

of Mimi Franklin who had been President in 1991. 

Ruth Kolumber was President for two years in 2001-2003.  During this time she wrote a comprehensive 75 

year history of Cassina Garden Club.  She oversaw the restoration of the outside of the cabins with slurry 

to protect the tabby from weathering.  A grant from the DNA Historic Preservation enabled Cassina to do 

the restoration.  She was actively involved in a ceremony held at the Cloister Hotel on Sea Island to honor 

a tree planted from seeds from the Avenue of Trees at Sea Island Golf Course.  Ruth joined Cassina in 

1995 and is still very active in the club. 

In 2003, President Betty Thurston helped Cassina celebrate its 75th anniversary with a special 

commemorative luncheon.  Sea Island Company planted a live oak on Cassina grounds to honor the 

occasion.   

Marie Dodd became President for two years, 2004-2006.  During her Presidency, in 2005, the Club 

received the prestigious Excellence in Stewardship Award from The Georgia Trust for Historic 

Preservation. During this year Cassina went to online newsletters.  In 2006, the Club created its first    

website which was subsequently recognized with First Place Awards by The National Garden Club.  

Francis Allen was President 2006-2008. In 2006, Gladys Fendig transferred all rights to Cassina for 

reprinting and selling of the Native Flora of the Golden Isles book. In 2007, the Club held its first annual 

Tabby and Tillandsia Garden Walk. The garden market was added to the event in 2008.  The proceeds 

from this very successful venture ensures the proper and needed preservation of the Club’s charge, the 

tabby slave cabins.   

  J. McLaughlin, 620 Sea Island Rd.,  

Friday, April 12th, 2013       12:00 to 5:00 PM 

 refreshments, conversation and  shopping.   
The store will be donating 15 percent of all sales made during that time toward 

the maintenance and repairs of the Cassina Historic Tabby Slave Cabins 

Cassina Garden Club 1998-2008 by Sandy Storino 

 
 

Fund Raiser for the Cabins 

Sip and Shop Happy  

Easter 


