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Calendar of Events 

                                                                                          

November 4, 2010;  
Board Meeting at the 

cabins, 10:00 a.m. 

 ********************                                    

November 8, 2010;   St. 

Simons Council Meeting 

******************** 

November 9, 2010; New 

member workshop, Ace 

Garden Center  

********************* 

November 11, 2010; 
Cassina Garden Club 

Meeting, at Coastal 

Georgia Historical Society 

Heritage Center;       9:30 

a.m. refreshments, 10:00 

a.m. meeting 

********************* 

November 13, 2010; 

Cassina Garden Workday 

at the  cabins   

 ********************* 

November 19, 2010; Field 

Trip to Signature Squares 

********************* 

 

November Meeting 

All Members  

“Down a New Garden Path” 
Sandy Turbidy shares her gardening experiences 

 

November 11, 2010 at Coastal Georgia Historical Society 

Heritage Center 

9:30 ~ Refreshments  10:00 ~ Meeting 

Hostesses: Liz DeMato, Rose Ann Williams 

The House Tour Committee needs fresh greens for our five homes.  If you have 

greens to donate, please call Caroline Fleetwood or sign up at the November 

meeting.  If you need us to cut the greens, call Anne Aspinwall.  This will be 

done the weekend before the tour. 

Greens can be dropped off at Beverly Nash’s home.  If possible, please put them 

in a bucket of water.  Label your bucket and we will return it to you. 

We need magnolia, holly, viburnum, cedar, yew, and any other type of 

evergreens and berries that might make our homes look festive. 

Fresh Greens for Tour of Homes 
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To keep the membership 

better informed about 

Board actions, a report 

from the most recent Board meeting 

is included in the monthly newsletter. 

Seventeen  members attended the 

October Board meeting and approved 

the following items: 

 

Continue Golden Days Project 

Garden Tour at Ace and Club 

Garden Work Day scheduled 

Participation in National Garden 

Club program for Poster and 

Poetry Contest with elementary 

School to be investigated 

Update on Land Lease Proposal 

with Glynn County given 

Board Notes Annual Oleander District Meeting 

Congratulations to Sharon 

Flores who was announced at 

the district meeting in 

Savannah as the next Oleander 

District Director.  Eleven 

Cassina members traveled to 

Savannah on October 12 to 

attend the annual Oleander 

District Meeting.  We were all 

glad to be there to support 

Sharon and to represent 

Cassina.  Of particular interest 

to us was a program which provided information on the Garden Club 

of Georgia’s Bulletin Board Project with our elementary schools.  We 

also brought back information on the Floral Arrangement 

Competition to share with members for next year’s calendar 

competition.  As a part of the St. Simons Council, Cassina will be 

taking part in next year’s district meeting which will be held on St. 

Simons.  We all came away with many good ideas and possibilities 

for helping Sharon make the next district meeting a big success.  

Cassina also came away with several major awards and numerous 

door prizes and “goodies” from the Country Store. 

Cassina members at District Meeting 

District Award Winners 
 

 

Congratulations to our winners of district awards announced at the 

recent annual meeting in Savannah. 

Frances Allen 

Winner of the Sara Lewis Award for special achievement in the field of 

horticulture for her Olive Tree Project  

Sharon Flores 

Winner of the Outstanding Garden Club Member Award for member 

who has demonstrated outstanding service in garden related activities 

Cassina Garden Club 

Winner of the Garden Club Achievement Award for the Garden Club 

that has applied for and/or won the greatest number of Georgia, Deep 

South, or National Garden Club Awards. Cassina also received a 

certificate for achieving the Garden Club of Georgia Standard of 

Excellence, a   certificate for their support of Garden Club of Georgia 

Garden  Therapy  Project,   and  a  certificate for   their  support  of the 

Le Conte Woodmanston Conservation Project. 

Cassina can indeed be proud of these individuals as well as their own 

overall accomplishments. 

 

       Frances Allen receives District Award 

  

 

 

Sharon Flores 

receives 

Outstanding 

Member Award 
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October Meeting Highlights 

 

Member Concerns 

 

Martha Jane Dodson is 

recovering from a  broken pelvis. 

 

Sandy Storino’s husband is 

in the hospital. 

 

June Brown’s husband is 

recovering from  shoulder  surgery. 

 

Sympathy is sent to Deana 

Davis on the death of her 

father. 

 

Please contact either Nan 

Fuller or Emily Swift on any 

member concerns. 

Christmas Tour of Homes 

Awards and honors created a truly exciting 

atmosphere for our October meeting.  Alice 

Barlow’s excellent presentation on Fruit and 

Flower arranging was a unique highlight.  

Her easy and informative instructions 

inspired many to want to attempt 

arrangements of their own.  Also adding to 

the excitement and enjoyment was our new 

meeting location.  Many praises were 

offered for the Coastal Georgia Historical 

Society.  Their staff was so accommodating 

and helpful.  I know we are going to enjoy 

meeting here this year.  We were pleased to 

have a total of seventy-five members, 

guests, and possible prospective members 

attend the October meeting..  Don’t miss out 

on the November meeting, and be sure to 

sign up for the many exciting opportunities 

for participating in the Christmas Tour, 

Field Trips and other activities offered. 

All Active and Associate 

Members of Cassina 

Garden Club are reminded 

to pick up your new 

Cassina Garden Club 

Yearbook at the November 

Meeting at the Coastal 

Georgia Historical Society 

Heritage Center. 

Tickets will be distributed at 

the November meeting.  Bring 

your checkbook.  Additional 

tickets will be available for 

you to pick up for sale to your 

friends.  A special incentive 

for selling the most tickets will 

be announced at the meeting.  

We need fresh greens—holly, 

magnolia, viburnum, pine, yew 

cedar, etc.  Please call Caroline 

Fleetwood at 634-1462 or sign 

up at the meeting.  Greens will 

be col lected the weekend 

before the tour and distributed 

to the tour homes. 

Our Bake Sale needs you too.  

Please sign up at the meeting or 

call Sue Chambless at 638-3901 

or Natalie Crane at 638-9761.  

Bake Sale items need to be packaged festively and delivered to the 

meeting cabin by 8 a.m. on Saturday, December 11th.  

Christmas Tour Committee Members 

Workshop 

At the Vine 
 

Sixteen Cassina members 

enjoyed  the Vine workshop. 

All left with a lovely fall 

arrangement for their home. 
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On Saturday, October 16th, Cassina welcomed 90 attendees of the 

Annual Fall Meeting of the Society for Georgia Archeology.  The 

theme of their meeting was Historic Preservation of Prehistoric, 

Colonial, and Plantation Structures on the Coast.  The most 

exciting element of this visit to Cassina was that Daniel Elliott of 

the Lamar Institute brought his ground-penetrating radar 

equipment to scan the Cassina grounds for long-buried items of 

historical interest and for the foundations of the possible second 

row of cabins.  Frances Allen and Janis Rodriguez suggested 

where those cabins were most likely sited and laid out the area for 

Mr. Elliott who volunteered his time and talent and spent the entire 

morning scanning the area outside of our fence.  A report of the 

results should be available to us soon. 

Attendees were appreciative of our beautiful gardens, grounds and 

cabins.  They had many questions and we received a great deal of 

positive comment about our cabins and our efforts to preserve 

history.  Thanks to Sara Taylor, Charlotte Dennis and Leslie 

Carlton for acting as docents for this event.  Leslie, also a member 

of the local Golden Isles Archeology Society, was responsible for 

bringing this group to Cassina. 

The Society for Georgia Archeology Visits Cassina 

News from the Gardens 

 

The Cassina gardeners have been busy  thinning plants, dead 

heading, and watching the beautiful butterflies.  We have also 

been in protective action with our historical cedar tree.  Hats off 

to county employees Paul Christian, Robert Harrell and Mike 

Strickland for their very prompt action to this matter and for 

understanding the importance of the cedar tree.  Dr. Don 

Gardner, arborist, visited with Beverly Nash, Janis Rodriguez, 

and Libby Hogan Wednesday, October 10th, to discuss the 

protection of the historical cedar.  Dr. Gardner’s suggestions 

were noted, and every effort will be made to implement his plan. 

On Tuesday, November 9th, at 10:00 a.m., new members will 

have the opportunity to attend a workshop at Ace Garden 

Center on Demere Road.  The purpose of this workshop is to 

learn about plants that will provide color and survive the fall 

and winter season.  The following Saturday, November 13th, 

will be one of our big Saturday planting days.  All members are 

welcome to come and join the new members in our garden 

preparation for the 2010 Christmas Tour.  Everyone is 

encouraged to participate. 

New Members are to report to Betty Young if you work in the garden on days other than our scheduled 

Saturday mornings.  Remember you are responsible for two work mornings a month. 

 

Daniel Elliott with the radar equipment 
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Fun Local Field Trips Filling Up!                                                                                                                                

A very informative tour of the historic Signature Squares of Brunswick will be on Friday, 

November 19.  Join the other 18 ladies who have already signed up.  Departing from the cabins 

at 9:30 a.m. with Julie Martin as our guide, we’ll drive from square to square learning the 

fascinating stories of early Brunswick.  This tour will include the Oak Grove Cemetery that 

Cassina has been instrumental in preserving.  Please pay the small fee of $10 (payable to 

Cassina) to Janice Lamattina no later than Tuesday, November 16. Consider stopping for lunch 

at “Indigo Coastal Shanty” on Reynolds Street for fresh flavors with a Southern/Caribbean flare.  

Your New Year’s Resolution: Pay and sign up for the “Behind-the-Scenes” Tour of the 

Georgia Sea Turtle Center!  Space is limited to 15 and is filling up fast.  This is a very special 

opportunity for an informative look at the treatment rooms you don’t normally see and a chance 

to hear a  veterinarian share his passion for his work.  This is NOT the typical turtle center tour 

you’ve taken with grandchildren or house guests!  Mail your $20 payable to Cassina Garden 

Club to Janice Lamattina no later than Wednesday, December 29.  

Golden Days Project 
National Garden Club President 

Renee Blashchke’s Golden Days 

Project promotes planting of 

daffodils as a way to recognize 

our gardening friends who are no 

longer in their homes or no 

longer able to plant flowers.  

Cassina will be participating 

again this year in the National Garden Club project 

by potting daffodils to deliver at bloom time.  Help is 

needed to pot the daffodils as well as to deliver them.  

If interested in helping in either of these areas and 

you have not already signed up, please call Caroline 

Fleetwood.  Planting date will be announced as soon 

as the daffodil bulbs arrive. 

 Every month a drawing 

i s  h e l d  a t  t h e 

membership meeting to 

celebrate the birthdays 

o f  t h e  m o n t h . 

(Remember, you must be 

p r e s e n t  t o  w i n ! )  

O c t o b e r ’ s  b i r t h d a y 

winner  was  Janice 

Lamat t ina .   Happy 

Birthday to Janice and 

all the members with an 

October birthday. 

 

 

Cassina  Newsletter  

Editor                         Janis Rodriguez 

Publisher        Kay Harrell 

Distribution        Beth Thrift 

Photographers       Janis Rodriguez, Sharon Flores,  

          Joanne Scott 

Contributors       Beverly Nash, Libby Hogan, 

          Julie Spivey, Janice Lamattina,   

          Anne Aspinwall, Janis Rodriguez, 

          Leslie Carlton 

 

       

Birthday Winner 

 

Janice Lamattina, birthday winner 

We were delighted to have so many visitors at our 

Open Meeting last month.  The next step is to 

bring your prospective member to the Meeting 

cabin for their introduction to Cassina.  At this 

meeting you will receive an application and a 

sponsor’s form.  The dates for this meeting are: 

Monday,  November 8, 2010 

 10:00 a.m. or 3:30 p.m. 

You must RSVP to Anne Aspinwall or June Brown 

if you are  attending one of these meetings.  

Additional meetings can be scheduled on an 

individual basis by contacting Anne or June. 

Prospective Members 



November Gardening 

2010-2011 Officers 
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                                            Trees and Shrubs 

Beginning now and through February is the 

best time to do your planting of new trees and 

shrubs.  This will allow them plenty of time to 

send out new root growth during winter so they 

will be well established by spring.  When 

planted at this time, water loss is not as great 

and survival rate is improved.  When planting 

trees and shrubs, dig your hole larger than you 

think you need.  Work peat into your soil to aid 

growth and place plant in the hole making 

certain that it is no deeper than the original soil line.  Be sure to water well, 

especially soon after planting.  Small trees and shrubs may be transplanted when 

cold weather begins; usually beginning in November.  These may be pruned to 

compensate for root loss. 

          Let’s Try Some Bulbs 

We love them but in our area they can be tricky to grow.  Many bulb packages 

offered at our general vendors here do not specify and may not be appropriate 

for this area.  For better results, make sure you ask for bulbs specifically 

developed for our area which is generally considered Coastal South or zone 8.  

To improve your luck, be sure to ASK when you look for daffodils, narcissus, or 

tulips since there have been varieties developed specifically to grow in this area.  

Even with these, putting them in the refrigerator for several weeks before placing 

them in the ground can be a help.  Now would be the time to start looking for 

these varieties and beginning your preparation so that you can plant by 

December or very early January.  You might even like to try a few of these in 

pots to be enjoyed inside. 

         Some Christmas Preparation 

Many of us like to use the beautiful Magnolia leaves in our homes for Christmas 

decoration.  Try this tip for a great, lasting look.  Magnolia leaves will turn a 

beautiful rich brown and keep indefinitely if the branch stem is placed in a 

solution of 1/3 glycerin and 2/3 water for three weeks, making the leaves soft 

and pliable.  Now is the time to try this. 

We’re on the web! 

www.cassinagardenclub.org 
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