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“Christmas at the Cabins” 
Saturday December 3, 2016

9 am – 2 pm 
 Historic Tabby Cabins

“Best Bake Sale in the Southeast” 

The call is out for all Cassina Garden 
Club “Elves” to put on their bakers’ hats and aprons, pull out the 
rolling pins, cookie cutters and mixing bowls! Warm up the ovens 
and START BAKING! Christmas at the Cabins will be underway 
in just one short month!
The enthusiasm of every Cassina Elf is needed to turn our historic 
cabins into a festive and magical experience. The “Best Bake Sale 
in the Southeast” is about to be the “Most Sensational Bake Sale in 
the Southeast.” No better way to get the holiday spirit moving 
than the smell of spritz cookies, chocolate cakes, apple pies, sweet 
potato pie, banana and pumpkin breads, scones, muffins, tarts, 
tassies, marmalades, citrus, candies and cupcakes baking in your 
kitchen! Bake as many as you can, as fast as you can! Tell everyone 
you know. Saturday, December 3rd is Cassina Garden Club’s 32nd 
Annual Bake Sale at the Historic Tabby Cabins.
More delightful details of Christmas at the Cabins will be revealed 
at our November meeting. You can sign up then to be part of our 
holiday happening! For questions, email Linda:  
cottagelmb@aol.com  or text message to:   513-617-1773 

Cassina Cabins & Gardens Clean Up 

Come to the Cabins and Gardens on Saturday November 12 at 9 
AM to help ready the Cassina property for the upcoming Bake 
Sale. Final weed pulling, bush snipping, collecting of tree moss, 
dusting and sweeping will all be completed. Remember that “many 
hands make light work” as well as a fun time!
A light picnic of soup and sandwiches will be served when we 
complete our work. Small pumpkins will be available for you to 
create a Thanksgiving decoration as a “thank you” from the 
Membership Committee! We hope to see you on Saturday 
November 12.
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Calendar 

*PLEASE* 
NOTE TIME CHANGE  

for November Board Meeting 

November 3              10:30 am 
Cassina Board Meeting 
The Meeting Cabin 

November 10            10:00 am 
Cassina Membership Meeting 
Hospitality                     9:30  am 
AW Jones Heritage Center 

Guests Welcome  

November 12              9:00 am 
Gardens & Cabins Clean Up 

All Members Welcome 

November 14 
St Simons Council of Garden 
Clubs Meeting 

December 3               
9:00-2:00 
Christmas at the Cabins 
Christmas Bake Sale

THE CASSINA THYMES  
The Cassina Thymes is published 10 

times a year and is distributed to 
members around the 1st of the 

month via email and also by regular 
mail for those who request it. 

Articles must be submitted by the 
20th of the month preceding the 
publication month. Please submit 

photos and articles to the Newsletter 
Editor:  Carol Cudahy 
cwcdesign@me.com

mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
mailto:cottagelmb@aol.com
mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
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From the President 

Can you believe it’s already November? What a whirlwind this 
Cassina year has been already.  We have all been busy and 
sidetracked with all of life’s events, but, hopefully, November will be 
more back to normal. First, let me thank all of you who came out to 
help clean up the cabin grounds from hurricane Matthew. We have 
another cleanup day scheduled for November 12 to get the garden, 
grounds and cabins ready for our Bake Sale coming up the first 
Saturday in December—the third. I hope many of you will be able 
to come out on that day to pitch in and help with that cleanup. 
Thanks to Martha Martin and Lee Dillard for taking the leadership 
for the cleanup. I think there will be some nice surprises that day 
for those who can come.

The program in November will again be given by two of our 
members, Jeanne Earle McConnell and Jo Ann Frick. I am 
especially looking forward to hearing their presentation on table 
arrangements, and I can’t wait to try my hand at some of their 
suggestions with the holiday season coming up. We are all hoping to 
hear from Karen Summers about pruning later in the year since we 
had to cancel our October meeting.

Be ready to sign up to bake and help out with our annual Bake Sale. 
Linda will be letting us know more at the meeting about how we 
can help. She is planning some new ideas for this year’s Bake Sale, 
and I know you will want to be a part of this event. If you are not 
sure how you can help, please be in touch with Linda Buchert.

The cabins are looking great and I am so excited that we are so far 
along on our restoration project!  The Tea Cabin will be finishing up 
soon and work will begin on our Meeting Cabin.  Janis Rodriguez is 
doing an outstanding job of managing this huge project. I 
encourage each of you to visit the cabins and grounds and see what 
is going on. Thanks also to Anne Aspinwall for her leadership in our 
Cabin Fever Capital Campaign to support the restoration project. If 
you are not sure how you can be involved in this huge undertaking, 
please be in touch with Janis or Anne.

I am eagerly looking forward to the November meeting because it 
will be my first meeting this year, and I miss seeing all of my 
friends. I hope you will plan to be at the November meeting and I’ll 
see you at the gardens on Wednesday mornings!
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Volunteer 
Opportunities 

Sign Ups

Request for Oranges for 
Marmalade 

It’s that time of year and Betty 
Young is getting ready to make 
her famous (at least in these 
parts) marmalade. If you have a 
source for oranges - Calamondin, 
Satsuma or whatever, please 
email esyoung912@icloud.com or 
call (912) 638-9448. She would 
love to hear from you; the sooner 
the better.

Christmas at the Cabins 
Bake Sale 

Some of the opportunities for 
the December 3rd Sale include:

Cabin Decoration
Baked Goods
Day Before Set Up
Grow Paperwhites (Narcissus)
Marmalades
Distribute Posters
White Tablecloths
Music
Punch or Cider
Bake Sale Workers

Please contact Linda Buchert 
(513) 617-1773
cottagelmb@aol.com

mailto:esyoung912@icloud.com
mailto:cottagelmb@aol.com
mailto:esyoung912@icloud.com
mailto:cottagelmb@aol.com
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DIY with a Little Help from Your Friends       
Thursday, November 10, 2016 

Membership Meeting  
With help from Cassina friends JoAnn Frick and Jeanne Earle McConnell we will learn about making 
centerpieces. These two talented and experienced designers will guide us in creating table arrangements 
that complement our china, suit the season and event, and utilize inexpensive and easily acquired supplies.

Guests Welcome!
Potential members interested in joining Cassina in December, 2016, are required to attend at least one 
open meeting prior to this December. 
The November 10 meeting will be the last opportunity for potential members to accomplish this first and 
crucial step in the membership process in order to join in December 2016.  It is important for those 
interested in Cassina to attend a meeting in order to meet members, to learn about the responsibilities 
and benefits of membership, and to see first-hand how the club operates and functions. All other 
membership requirements depend on this first step. 
If you would like to sponsor or endorse a new member, please begin the membership process by bringing 
the interested individual to an open meeting. If the individual continues to express interest in joining, 
please contact a member of the Membership Committee for assistance in facilitating membership.
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Did you know…? 

that in 1933, Cassina Garden Club adopted Christ Church Cemetery as a 
permanent project and sent an Azalea for every funeral service held at the church. 
In 1939, the Club planted the foundation plantings with Azaleas and Camellias 
along the entire length of the front wall of the Church yard. Plantings at Christ 
Church continued until 1968.

Watch for the “Did you know…?” article and learn some little known fact about our club.  Anyone with interesting history trivia about Cassina 
Garden Club, please submit it to Janis Rodriguez at Janisemr@aol.com and Janis will include your suggestions throughout the year.

image from goldenisles.com

mailto:Janisemr@aol.com
http://goldenisles.com
mailto:Janisemr@aol.com
http://goldenisles.com
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Member Birthdays 
53rd Annual Fall Outdoor 

Cascading 
Chrysanthemums 

 November 16-18, 2016 
Bellinggrath Gardens, 

Theodore, Alabama  
(30 minutes from Mobile) 

This mum show is the largest 
outdoor chrysanthemum exhibit 
and display in the United States. 
Bridges, balconies, baskets and 
containers of all shapes and sizes 
overflow with huge and tiny mums 
throughout the 65 acre estate of 
Walter and Bessie Bellingrath. 
Monitor Mum Watch section at 
bellingrath.org for peak blooms. 

While in the Mobile area, visit 
Night Market at the Mobile 
Museum of Art Nov. 6 & Dec. 1 
(local art sale) or the Nov. 18-20 
Craftsmen Show at the Mobile 
Abba Shrine Auditorium (arts & 
crafts sale). If you can take a road 
trip, swing by Dothan Nov. 4-13 
for the National Peanut Festival. 
Dothan farmers harvest ¼ of all 
peanuts in the US!

November Birthdays:
Martha Mooney 1st 
Joan Neely 5th
Pat Carmichael 9th
Patti Jordan 11th 
Marcia Kester         15th 
Nancy Krabill 17th 
Betty Davis 25th 
Sally Hawie 30th 

After 
Hurricane  
Matthew

image from bellingrath.org

Martha Martin

Lynda Bisher

Betty Young

Molly Macaulay
Martha Armstrong, Molly 

Macaulay

Anne Aspinwall, Janice Rodriguez, 
Nancy Muldowney Lynda Bisher

http://bellingrath.org
http://bellingrath.org
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Cabin Restoration 

Landmark completed the exterior sub-grade waterproofing of the Tea Cabin just in time for Hurricane 
Matthew to arrive. Drainage trenches were dug and the rubber membrane was attached to the foundation 
of the cabin to capture the roof run-off and funnel the water away from the cabin. The new drainage 
system worked well. Inspection of the cabin after the hurricane showed the entire inside was completely 
dry and the outside did not have any erosion.

During the drainage work, archaeology was performed around the 
base of the cabin’s exterior. Myrna Crook continued to help with 
the retrieval of artifacts. A special thank you goes to Anne 
Aspinwall, Dottie Fielder, Ruth Kolumber, Richard Orsetti, 
Martha Mooney, Sandy Fitzgerald, Mary Lynch and June Brown for 
helping Janis Rodriguez with this project. Many interesting 
artifacts were found including bone buttons, old bottles, necklace, 
and even a dog skeleton. All artifacts are being processed at the 
Coastal Georgia Historical Society’s archaeology lab. Janis will be 
bringing some of the artifacts to the November meeting for 
members to see.

The next phase of the restoration will be to restore the interior 
walls. One side of the cabin will have the interior walls completely 
restored with stucco and whitewash. This family unit will give our 
visitors a chance to see the slave cabin as it would have been when 
occupied by the enslaved on Hamilton Plantation. The other family unit interior walls will be left as we 
have found them after removing the Portland cement stucco. These walls will show what we discovered 
about the cabins as this restoration has progressed. The layers of paint and stucco can be seen as well as 
the original tabby. The walls themselves are a history lesson of life during the plantation era. The cabins 
will continue to tell their story in two unique ways.

Please come by and see your cabins as the restoration continues. Restoration on the Tea Cabin is almost 
completed. After the interior walls are restored, the tabby floor will be the final phase of the project. The 
grounds around the cabin will then have oyster shells put around the foundation and the yard will be 
replanted with grass.
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Drainage Ditch Around Cabin Foundation
Nathan Ecker & Greg Jacobs attaching drainage system 

to foundation of cabin

Dottie Fielder, Nan Weiss & Richard 
Orsetti screening sand for artifacts


