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From the Program Committee

The Altamaha’s Fight for Clean Water 
October 8th Meeting

Presented by 
Jen Hilburn

Jen Hilburn, the Altamaha 
Riverkeeper, will present a 
program on protecting the largest 
watershed in Georgia, working in 
advocacy from Atlanta to Athens, 
through middle Georgia to the 
Atlantic.   

September Membership Meeting 
We started off the year with an Open Meeting with 6 guests 
attending, including Karen Ward, a member of the Island Planning 
Commission. There were a total of 79 attendees of which 66 were 
Active and 7 Associate. Ten new members were introduced. 
Our speaker was Kelly Patton from “100 Miles.”  The organization 
is developing a vision for the entire Georgia coast by collaborating 
with many other not-for-profit groups.

Many thanks to our hostesses:  Gee Gee Adams, Jane Bangert, 
Janice Brinkley, Sandy Fitzgerald, Susan Haley and Joan Neely.  

�1

Volume 28, Number 3         The Newsletter of the Cassina Garden Club       St. Simons Island, GA         October 2015

Calendar 

October 1          10:00 am 
Cassina Board Meeting 
The Meeting Cabin 

October 8            10:00 am 
Cassina Meeting  
Hospitality                        9:30 am 
AW Jones Historical Center        
              Members Only 

October 20      9:00 am 
Oleander District Meeting 
Rincon, GA 

October 23-25  
The Georgia Trust Fall Ramble 
The Golden Isles 

November 3              10:30 am 
Field Trip 
Cottage Flowers, St Simons 

November 12-13 
GCG President’s Workshop  
Cordele, GA 

December 5              9:00-2:00 
Jingle Bells & Seashells 
Christmas Bake Sale & Jumble 

February 11       9:45 am 
Brunch - Open to Guests 
AW Jones Historical Center 

May 14                  10:00–5:00 
Tabby & Tillandsia Garden Walk 
“One More Thyme”

Members Only
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From the President 

Happy Fall, Cassina! I hope that by the time 
you read this the monsoon rains of late 
summer will have subsided and cooler, crisper 
days will greet us.

A large group of members and guests enjoyed 
our first meeting and the program on projects 
of the environmental group, 100 Miles. It was 
nice to be asked to help envision Glynn County in twenty years. I 
am sure all of us expressed our concerns about tree canopy, 
landscape buffers and preservation of greenspace and wildlife along 
Georgia’s 100 miles of coastline. Thanks go to our Program 
Committee for selecting this timely topic. Quite a few potential 
members were able to see that Cassina is an active, engaged club of 
community-minded gardeners.

Plans for the December Special Event are coalescing into a day to 
look forward to enjoying with your fellow members. The committee 
is signing up everyone to bring wonderful baked goods, jams and 
jellies, citrus fruits and other goodies for our famous “Best Bake 
Sale in the South,” led by June Brown and Martha Martin. If, like 
me, you forgot to sign your name to the list, be sure to do so at the 
October meeting.

GeeGee Adams and Jane Bangert have done inventory on the gently 
used decorations in our storage unit and will fluff and price them 
making them ready for sale at the Jingle Bells Jumble.  Fresh greens 
will also be shaped into beautiful Christmas ornamentation for 
folks to purchase.

At the same time we will be celebrating the progress made on the 
Tea Cabin restoration in the past year. Stay tuned for plans to put 
on the new wooden shingle roof.

Thank you all for the superb jobs you do on your various 
committees. One hundred nineteen members working together 
accomplish miracles!

Dottie 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Field Trip! 

Demonstration 
at Cottage Flowers

Tuesday, November 3rd 
at 10:30 am

Please join us at Cottage 
Flowers, 556 Ocean Boulevard in 
the village to learn how to make 
an arrangement using green 
plants most of us have in our 
yards.  Gay Varnedoe, owner of 
Cottage Flowers, will offer a 
one-hour demonstration, 
limited to 15 people, on Tuesday, 
November 3 at 10:30 am.  She 
will show us how to take an 
arrangement of greens and add 
fresh flowers to transition to a 
beautiful Thanksgiving and/or 
Christmas arrangement.

There will be a donation fee of 
$5.00.  There is parking in the 
rear of the building which is 
located just past Mullet Bay.  We 
will walk over to Palmer's Cafe 
in the village to enjoy a 
wonderful lunch.  Please call 
Sibby Gruber for details at 
638-9984.
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Cassina’s 2015 
Jingle Bells “Jumble” 

and Seashells Bake Sale 
Saturday, December 5th

 
at 

Our Historic Tabby Cabins. 

This year’s Christmas Event will include our traditional Bake Sale 
and will introduce our version of a British jumble sale. A “jumble 
sale” is a British term meaning a “sale of a mixed collection of 
things that people no longer need, especially in order to raise 
money for an organization.”  Dottie suggested that we brand our 
sale a “jumble” since it is a spot-on description of our Christmas 
event sale. 

Our jumble will include many of the beautiful decorations that 
adorned the Sea Island homes during our previous Christmas 
tours as well as local fresh cut holiday greenery. 

Mark your calendars – Saturday, December 5th 

Cassina’s Jingle Bells “Jumble”  
and Seashells Bake Sale               

Annual Bake Sale 

Here’s hoping that everyone is gearing up for our Annual Bake 
Sale which will take place the same day as our Jingle Bells Jumble.  
A successful Bake Sale takes “ALL HANDS ON DECK!”  This 
year will be a little different as it will not coincide with a 
Christmas Tour, so talk it up and get everyone excited about the 
Best Bake Sale in the South!  There will be an announcement at 
our October meeting to let you know how you can help; sign-up 
sheets for baking and working will be available.  Please be ready to 
lend a hand, or cookies, or cakes, or candy, or . . . .

Let’s make this year’s Bake Sale the best ever!
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Members’ Birthdays

Marigold 

Marigolds have been grown 
through the ages for their 
medicinal properties and 
ceremonial significance. With 
guidance from the Aztecs, 
Portuguese explorers used 
marigold broths to treat 
headaches, sprains and skin 
abrasions. Today, Mexican 
mourners make marigold 
garlands on All Saints’ and All 
Souls’ Days believing the 
blossoms symbolize sympathy, 
grace and the secret message: 
“My thoughts are with you.”

October Birthdays: 

Leslie Carlton 3rd
Rose Ann Williams 4th
Sharon Flores 7th
Caroline Fleetwood 11th
Dottie Fielder 13th
Sudy Leavy 21st
Janice Lamattina 22nd
Ginger Sifford 24th
Pamela Brittin 25th
Gail Johnson 27th
Nan Fuller 30th
Anne Futch 30th
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GCG President Invites  

Members to Brush Up Skills 
Garden Club of Georgia President Martha Price and National Garden Clubs, Inc., invite members to 
attend a two-day workshop called “Action in the Environment” on November 12-13, 2015, to be held at 
Lake Blackshear Resort and Golf Club, in Cordele, GA.  A “Tri-Refresher” for GCG’s three consultant 
groups will focus on the environmental issues that Martha has chosen as the centerpiece of her tenure.  
Presentations include those on amphibians, bees, butterflies and native plant species.

Ask Dottie Fielder for a registration form and copy of the program.  Registration is due by November 1 
but lodging must be reserved by October 22. 

September Board Notes 
The Cassina Board met on September 3, 2015.  Actions included:

• Approved Fiscal Year 2016 Budget

• Added to Standing Rule II B.1:  “The Capital Improvements Treasurer handles all funds for this 
activity.  Its funds are managed separately from those of the Cassina Garden Club.”

• Set Garden Walk ticket price at $25 for all tickets including day of GW

• Approved hiring of Forestview Tree Service to remove the large Bradford Pear tree by the Tea 
Cabin, trim the weeping yaupon tree above the Meeting Cabin roof and trim four palm trees

• Gave permission to donate “An Introduction to LeConte Woodmanston” 1978 to Cherokee Garden 
Club Library

The Georgia Trust 2015 Fall Ramble 
The Golden Isles, October 23-25 

The Georgia Trust has planned its 2015 Fall Ramble for the Golden Isles 
during the weekend of October 23-25. Friday and Saturday will be full 
of events and visits to historic properties throughout Jekyll Island, St. Mary’s 
and Brunswick. On Sunday, St. Simons will shine with a brunch at the 
Lighthouse, a tour of Cannon’s Point, the Harrington Graded School and our 
very own Cassina Tabby Slave Cabins!

To view the complete itinerary or purchase tickets, visit www.georgiatrust.org
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http://www.georgiatrust.org
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Cabin Restoration News 
The restoration project is on hold for a month or two. Fred Ecker, President of Tidewater Preservation, 
Inc., is retiring. John Ecker, Fred’s son, and Greg Jacobs will be forming a new company called Landmark 
Preservation, LLC. Fred will continue with Landmark Preservation as a consultant and advisor.

During this transition, Janis Rodriguez has met with Fred Ecker and Greg Jacobs regarding Cassina’s 
interest and contracts with Tidewater Preservation. Fred and Greg have assured Janis that nothing has or 
will change regarding Cassina. All our contracts will be honored at the original set prices. Our working 
relationship with Landmark will be the same as with Tidewater. The only thing that has changed is the 
name.

Cassina Garden Club looks forward to working with John Ecker and Greg Jacobs and wishes them the 
best with their new company, Landmark Preservation LLC. 

Drainage Pipe from Mariner’s Landing 
Janis Rodriguez has been working with Jonathan Roberts, the engineer the county hired, on an alternate 
route for the drainage pipe that was originally planned to go from the retention pond on Mariner’s 
Landing to the river. The county route would have the pipe going through cabin ruins between the Tea 
Cabin and the Marina.

After months of talks about an alternate route following the road bed along the Epworth fence, the DNR 
has approved that route. The next step is for the Commissioners to approve this route.  Once approved, 
the construction will immediately begin.

There were several issues regarding this drainage pipe:  the water will be dumped into the river, the pipe 
was planned to go through the cabin ruins and the loss of artifacts in the area without archaeology being 
done.  Cassina had to focus on saving the ruins.  The other issues are being handled by other individuals 
and organizations.
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THE CASSINA THYMES  
The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year and is distributed to members around the 1st of the month via email and also by 

regular mail for those who request it. Articles must be submitted by the 20th of the month preceding the publication month. Please 
submit photos and articles to the Newsletter Editor:  Carol Cudahy cwcdesign@me.com

Fall Planting at Our Gardens 
Wednesday, October 28th at 9:00 am

mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
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Photos from September Events
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Membership Committee Members Caroline Fleetwood, 
Brenda Davis, Jane Rives, Martha Mooney, Laura Jackson, 

Sandy Storino, Lee Baxter
September Meeting Topic

GeeGee Adams, Sue Cansler and Dottie 
Fielder at the J.McLaughlin Sip & Shop

Signing Up at September Meeting

Kelly Patton

September Speaker

New Members 1st row: Gail Johnson, Molly Macaulay, 
Laura Jackson 2nd row: Sandra Fitzgerald, Charlotte 

Lueckel, Jeanne Earle McConnell 3rd row: Janice Brinkley,  
JoAnn Frick


