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 Membership Report 
With the beginning of the new year, it is time to review last year's 
activities and make plans for the future. This year, our Cassina 
Roundtable Discussion will be held at our regular January meeting 
date, time and location:  January 14, 10:00 am at the AW Jones 
Heritage Center. 

We will once again break into small groups and with the assistance 
of a questionnaire, focus on three areas:

*Programs, Field trips & Workshops
*Attendance and Participation issues
*Status of finances and fundraising projects

The goal of this discussion is to obtain a critical review of our 
activities in 2015 and develop ideas on how we can make changes in 
2016 to better address our members' needs and to best accomplish 
Cassina's Mission (found on page 2 in your Yearbook).  We 
encourage you to share your thoughts about these focus areas as well 
as any other areas you feel are important.
 
Please attend to voice your ideas for the upcoming year!
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Calendar 

January 7                   10:00 am 
Cassina Board Meeting 
The Meeting Cabin 

January 11                10:00 am 
St. Simons Island Council of 
Garden Clubs 

January 14                 10:00 am 
Cassina Roundtable Meeting 
AW Jones Heritage Center 
Members Only 

January 20                 
Native Plant Symposium 
Athens, GA 

January 28      10:00 am 
Hofwyl-Broadfield Field Trip 
See article for details 

February 11       9:30 am 
Brunch - Open to Guests 
AW Jones Heritage Center 

February 17       
Capital Conservation Day 
Georgia State Capitol, Atlanta 

March 23-24      
Charleston, SC 
FIeld Trip 

April 13-14      
GCG Annual Convention 
Macon, GA 

May 14    10:00 am–5:00 pm 
Tabby & Tillandsia Garden Walk 
“One More Thyme”

Joanne Scott and Friend
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February Brunch 
There is an exciting change in store for 
the February meeting. This year we will 
meet on our regular meeting date, 
Thursday, February 11th, at our regular 
meeting place, the Heritage Center, but 
the difference is a wonderful Brunch is 
planned. The meeting will be at the 
same time as our Hospitality Hour at 
9:30 and you will be greeted with 
varying Brunch stations for you to 

enjoy! Stratton Hall will be our caterer for the event and they have 
agreed to make this a fabulous event that you won’t want to miss.  

Invitations will be given out at our January meeting, and the 
remaining invitations will be mailed. All of the details will be 
included in your invitation. Our Brunch is open to guests just as 
before so it should be a wonderful event! 

The program will be presented by Stacy Bass who will be sharing 
flower arrangements for dinner parties and entertaining events. The 
title of his program is “No More Boring Dinner Parties or Buffets.” 
Please join us for this special event. If you have any questions after 
you receive your invitations, please contact June Brown.

Native Plant Symposium 2016
Planting Prairies: Creating, Conserving, and Restoring 

Georgia’s Grasslands  
Wednesday, January 20 8:45 am – 3:30 pm 

Garden Club of Georgia Headquarters, Terrace Room
Fee:  $60 with lunch included

 
Prairies and savannas are among the rarest and most endangered of 
Georgia’s natural communities. This year’s Native Plant Symposium 
traces the ecological and cultural history of Georgia’s grasslands, 
presents models of Piedmont prairie restoration and creation, and 
takes an in-depth look at the plant species that are the backbone of 
southeastern prairies. 

Please join us for our Native Plant Symposium at The State 
Botanical Garden of Georgia. You can register for the event HERE.

�2

Field Trip! 
Howfyl-Broadfield
Historic Plantation

Thursday, January 28th, 2016
at 10:00 am

Join us for a two-hour ranger- 
guided tour of the pre-civil war 
Hofwyl–Broadfield Plantation 
located in Glynn County on Hwy 
17 North.  The tour will include the 
inside of the plantation house as 
well as the grounds. Experience the 
history and stories of the original 
rice plantation settlement in the 
early 1800’s through the post-civil 
war era and its eventual 
development into a large dairy 
farm. The plantation was owned 
and managed by family 
descendants until being willed to 
the state of Georgia in 1973 by the 
last surviving family member at the 
time of her death.  Many camellia 
trees on the property should be in 
bloom during this tour time frame.  
After the tour a pre-selected lunch 
will be served at the Brunswick 
County Club.

Meet at Hofwyl Plantation on:   
Thursday, January 28, 2016  -  10:00 
am  -  $20 (admission and lunch) 

Sign-up sheets will be available at 
each Cassina monthly meeting 
with reservations requested and 
$20 submitted by January 15, 2016. 
Please make checks payable to 
Cassina Garden Club.

Contact Susie Salvatore at 638-0177 
with any questions.

June Brown

http://botgarden.uga.edu/eventdetails.php?id=92
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From the President
It’s almost 2016 as I write this, and 
I’m still stunned at the tremendous 
success of the Annual Bake Sale and 
new Jumble Sale, thanks to the 
membership’s participation and to 
the great leadership we had. It 
occurred to me afterward how 
pleasant the experience was; everyone 
was in a helpful, happy mood. It is so 
nice when we all pull together!
Thanks to Janis Rodriguez and the 
ladies of GIFT (Golden Isles Fund for Trees), the huge pipes for 
the Mariner’s Landing storm water runoff have now been buried 
in a line north of the Cassina property, away from the roots of the 
beautiful old oak trees. We will need to stay vigilant as this project 
proceeds and particularly watch for the effects on the Frederica 
River. It’s great to have friends such as GIFT who are as 
interested in preservation as we are. They deserve our support, as 
well. Check out their website to understand their mission and 
perhaps become a founding member of the group.
Garden Club of Georgia President Martha Price is especially 
concerned about the purity of our ground water. She encourages 
us to support Senate Bill 36, which was passed by the Georgia 
Senate and now sits in a House of Representatives committee. It 
is sponsored by our State Senator William Ligon. See the enclosed 
article with details about how you can make your voice heard.
At our January meeting you will have a chance to shape decisions 
made regarding programs, field trips, and workshops in the 
coming years, as well as provide input on other club issues. These 
roundtable meetings give us a chance to express our innermost 
thoughts about the Club in a small group setting and allow us to 
get to know our fellow members better. The officers appreciate 
your guidance.
Make your plans to attend the February brunch, a new spin on the 
annual luncheon. June Brown is cooking up a special event for us 
in the familiar confines of the AW Jones Heritage Center. Invite a 
friend who might be interested in the work and fun of Cassina.  
I hope you had a restful, warm holiday season with your family 
and friends.  Happy 2016!
Dottie 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Members’ Birthdays

Image !om commons.wikimedia.org

Carnation 

Records of carnations go back 
2000 years when they were used 
in regal Greek ceremonies or 
“coronations.” In 1914, the use of 
carnations to commemorate 
Mother's Day began when Anna 
Jarvis, a West Virginian social 
activist, community organizer and 
Sunday school teacher urged her 
students (and President Woodrow 
Wilson) to designate a day to 
honor mothers. Miss Jarvis said 
"The carnation does not drop its 
petals, but hugs them to its heart 
as it dies, and so, too, mothers hug 
their children to their hearts, their 
mother love never dying." 
Carnations of all colors symbolize 
pure love, affection, gratitude, 
beauty and admiration.

January Birthdays: 

Joanne Scott 4th
Nancy Harper 10th
Kay Harrell 11th
Thelma Montgomery 11th
Becky Stephenson 14th
Jan Campbell 15th 
Karen Ward 16th
Sandy Anderson 21st
Jennifer Wilcoxon 23rd
Laura Jackson 24th
Helen Castrillo 29th
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Bake Sale 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped 
to make this year’s Bake Sale the best one ever! 
There were more bakers than ever before and 
there were so many willing to work that there 
was little work for everyone. All previous sales 
records  were  broken  and  it  was  because  of 
YOU!  Thanks so much for your support and 
help! It could not have happened without all of 
you!

 

 Jingle Bell Jumble
December 5th was a very exciting day for the 
Cassina Garden Club with the debut of our 
Jingle Bell Jumble under our new “Big White 
Tent.” The Jingle Bell Jumble was a festive and 
fun day with our tent billowing in the gusty 
wind while we encouraged our shoppers to 
spend, spend, spend!  We are proud to report 
that the event’s success exceeded all 
expectations.

A special thank you to the Jumble Committee, 
volunteer Cassina members and future 
members that gathered greenery, created 
festive sprays and arrangements, packaged 
product and staffed the Jumble. Their 
dedication and hard work made for Cassina’s 
success. 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Liz DeMato
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New Member Bios 

Gail Davenport 
I was born and raised in Atlanta and attended the University of South Carolina. My husband, John, and I 
rented on St. Simons for several years before buying our house. We still have a condo in Atlanta because 
our two daughters live there. My gardening experience is very limited due to the fact that I seem to have a 
truly black thumb, but I enjoy and appreciate a beautiful yard. My main claim to fame on the island is 
being Gee Gee Adams’ cousin. I lack her energy and talent but will enjoy having her as my mentor with 
the garden club.
 

Christina Pinkerton
I was born in Macon, GA, and raised in Decatur, GA. I met my husband on a blind date while I was at the 
University of Georgia and he was at Georgia Tech. We both vacationed as children in the Golden Isles. 
Since 2002 we have divided our time between Blue Ridge, GA, and St. Simons. My favorite gardening 
activity is picking flowers that have somehow successfully bloomed in my yard. My current gardening 
activity is figuring out how I'm going to get my plants from Blue Ridge to St. Simons this week. 

Lucy Sanders 
I was born and raised in Montgomery, Alabama and attended college at Troy State University in Troy, 
Alabama. My husband and I moved here permanently a little more than three years ago. We owned a 
condo here for a good while and decided to retire here. I have always loved the outdoors and would help 
with yard and gardening duties as a child. Being somewhat a "tomboy,” I would beg my father to let me cut 
the grass! Not so much anymore!! My favorite garden activity is planting flowers; however, the deer seem 
to love the flowers more than I do! I look forward to joining Cassina and working with new friends!

Janet Shirley 
I grew up in Michigan graduating High School there. I graduated from NYU for Undergraduate and 
Boston University for law school. I have been vacationing here since 1978. I moved here full time in 1996.  
I maintained our family 1/2 acre vegetable garden by hand. No fun in that. More recently, I always have 
herbs and the least amount of grass possible. My favorite garden activity is designing and watching the 
garden develop, and I always have a special garden project in the works.

Carolann Spell 
Born and raised in the Northeast, we were blessed to be relocated to SSI in August of 1996. With two 
children in college and my youngest daughter in Frederica Academy, I set out on a new career path and 
entered Real Estate - a job I loved for fifteen years. After my second retirement I fell in love with the 
beauty that surrounds us on this gorgeous island. Every season brings a new gardening project, both inside 
and out. I am thrilled to be a new member of Cassina Garden Club.
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Karen Summers 
I grew up in Atlanta but moved to South Carolina when I was in the 10th grade. I attended Clemson 
University where I majored in Ornamental Horticulture. I spent the summer after my freshman year on 
SSI and fell in love with the island. Several years after graduation I had an opportunity to come back to 
SSI - and I have been here for 25 years! Both of my grandmothers in Savannah enjoyed gardening and I 
grew up helping in their gardens. I enjoy planting containers but my most relaxing garden activity is 
pruning - it is nice, relaxing quiet time.

Karen Ward 
I was born and raised on Long Island, New York, and attended Hofstra University and Savannah State 
University. I consider myself a New York/Georgia type of gal. I've been a resident on the island for twenty 
years, after spending vacations here with my great-grandparents, grandparents, cousins and friends as a 
child. My grandmother “Nana” sparked my interest in gardening; she strongly encouraged all 
grandchildren participate in her favorite pleasure. I began by pulling weeds, graduating to raking leaves 
and then tilling soil for planting tulips and crocuses. Working my hands in soil makes me feel so much 
closer to God. Gardening is a spiritual experience for me and I enjoy the beauty of God's creations.
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New Member Coffee at Lee Dillard’s
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Cabin Restoration 

The restoration on the Tea Cabin chimney and roof will begin in January. The interior and exterior of the 
chimney will be repaired and stabilized. At the same time the roof will be repaired and the wooden 
shingles installed. Anyone that would like to sign a shingle to go on the cabin roof still has an opportunity 
to send your donation check for $100 to Janis Rodriguez to reserve your shingle. Checks should be made 
out to Cassina Garden Club and write “for shingle” on your check. Janis will call you when the shingles are 
onsite and you may come by the cabins and sign yours.

During the month of January the attic shutters will 
be replaced and the interior cabin doors will have 
timber-framed doors installed that will match the 
windows. Be sure to come by and watch as the 
restoration on the Tea Cabin continues.

During the Christmas Bake Sale and Jumble, not 
only were a lot of goodies sold, but four bricks, one 
mini cabin and fourteen shingles were sold to raise 
funds for the roof. A total of $1770.00 in donations 
was raised from those sales. We appreciate the 
support from the community as half of the sales 
were from non-Cassina members.

There have been some looters on Cassina property 
since the pipeline work began. It is against the law 
to dig for artifacts without permission from 
Cassina and Glynn County. Cassina had to get 
permission to do the shovel tests along the 
pipeline. If you are at the cabins and see someone 
digging in the area looking for artifacts, do not 
approach the person but call the DNR law 
enforcement division at 912-264-7237 and they will 
come arrest the person looting. If you are unable to 
contact the DNR, please call the local police at 
912-554-3645 or 911. There has been looting going 
on at Cannon’s Point and our cabins since the 
archaeology articles were written in the newspaper. 

We are trying to catch the people involved so if you see something, say something. The local police 
are aware of the situation. If you have any questions regarding the restoration, the shingles or the looting 
please contact Janis Rodriguez.  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THE CASSINA THYMES  
The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year and is distributed to members around the 1st of the month via email and also 
by regular mail for those who request it. Articles must be submitted by the 20th of the month preceding the publication month. 

Please submit photos and articles to the Newsletter Editor:  Carol Cudahy cwcdesign@me.com

Janis Rodriquez, Anne Aspinwall

mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
mailto:cwcdesign@me.com
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Cabin Fever 

Many thanks to everyone who supported 
the Cabin Fever campaign last year. Let’s 
keep the momentum going. Tours of the 
Tea Cabin can be arranged to tell our story 
to potential donors.

This month we will be preparing for a 
6000-piece mailing to go out in in early 
February. The original Cabin Fever 
brochure will be revised with updated 
photos and a progress report. Our goal is to 
reach individuals who may not know about 
our restoration project. We will send a 
different letter to everyone who 
contributed to us in the last year asking for 
their continued support. We will need your 
help getting this mailing stuffed and sealed.  
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Underground Water Protection Bill 
Before Georgia State House in 2016  

In support of GCG President Martha Price’s emphasis on Clean Water, please take note of Senate 
Bill 36 which passed the Georgia Senate during the last legislative session and is being held in the 
House Natural Resources and Environment Committee. To become law the bill must pass during 
the 2016 session. 

SB 36, sponsored by Senator William Ligon of Brunswick and co-sponsored by several other South 
Georgia senators, identifies the need for underground water supply protection. The bill calls for the 
Department of Natural Resources to promulgate regulations which provide for the protection of 
underground drinking water. 

Please contact your state representative and give him your opinion on this important bill before the 
session begins in January. For more information, contact Tally Sweat, State Legislation Chairman at 
tallys@bellsouth.net. 

mailto:tallys@bellsouth.net
mailto:tallys@bellsouth.net
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Jingle Bell 
Jumble 

& 
Bake Sale

Tuffy Adams, Jane Bangert

Jane Bangert,Sandy Fitzgerald, 
GeeGee Adams,  Anne Aspinwall

Sandy Fitzgerald

Bake Sale Mascot

Cakes, Cakes, Cakes

Joan Neely, Jennifer Wilcoxon, 
Susan Haley, Kay Harrell

Happy Customers

Betty Young, Dale Anderson, Jan Campbell, Linda 
Buchert, June Brown, Sandy Anderson, Dianne 

Abernethy, Martha Martin, Bobbie MohlmanAlice Marie BurnetGail Davenport

Bake Sale Shoppers


