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Dr. Don Gardner – Guest Speaker 

“Solutions to Your Most Prevalent Garden Problems” 

Through a PowerPoint presentation, Dr. Don Gardner, Agricultural and 
Natural Resources Agent for the University of Georgia Cooperative 
Extension Service, will describe the garden and landscape problems most 
prevalent in Glynn County. This was a topic suggested by one of our 
members in the questionnaire. Dr. Gardner is an educator with a wealth of 
experiences as Park and Tree Director for the City of Savannah, 
Commercial Pesticide Applicator and Extension Agent. He is willing to 
field your questions such as: What are the best plants for our zone? When 
and how should we prune? What are the best methods of amending the 
soil? What happened to the Master Gardener program? Don’t miss this 
opportunity to get all your questions answered!  

Hostesses – Susan Haley ( Lead), Anne Brown, Carol Cudahy, Nancy Harper, 
Phillis Harrell & Ann Worthington 
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Our Annual Luncheon – Feb 13th – Big Success! 

Left to right: Alice Marie Burnet, Joan Neely, Gee Gee Adams 
and Becky Stephenson 
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Left to right: Luncheon Chair June Brown with Rosemary 
Maulden, Sara Lanier and President Dottie Fielder 

Left to right: Mary Ellen Parkins, Betty Young, Louise Grady 
and  Wil Kampschmidt. 

Left to right: Anne Aspinwall, Kay Harrell, Beth Thrift and 
Alice Barlow 

Over 90 Cassina members and guests assembled at the 
Brunswick Country Club to celebrate our annual 
luncheon on February 13th.  It was a sunny day so the 
dining room was bright and cheery, perfect for the 
lovely three-course luncheon and program created by 
event chair June Brown. Our guest speaker was Dr. 
Wilf Nicholls who graced our 
lectern with an informative and 
humorous presentation 
centered around new 
developments at the State 
Botanical Gardens of Georgia 
in Athens where he is Director. 
Thanks to all who participated 
and enjoyed our annual  
luncheon celebration.  

A Luncheon Thank You!                                       
A great big “Thank You” to all of you who made this 
year’s luncheon such a success.  The speaker was a 
great treat.  And the table flower arrangements this year 
were outstanding!  Thanks so much to all of the people 
who stepped up and offered their help with last minute 
details.  We couldn’t have done it without you! 

With gratitude,                                                            
June Brown – Event Chair and President-Elect 

Dr. Wilf Nicholls 
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More Luncheon… 
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And the Winner is … Yes!…that’s Gee Gee 
Adams hidden behind the beautiful flower arrange-  
ment she created for the luncheon. Gee Gee was the 
first place winner! Congratulations, Gee Gee! 2nd place 
winner was Jennifer Broadus, 3rd place winners were 
June Brown & Sandy Storino who tied!  

Sue Chambless Honored as Life 
Member! She said she became a new member 
when she was 12 years old! We believe you, Sue! 

Why I am Grateful!                                 
This month my heart is full of gratitude for the gift of being 
a Cassina Garden Club member.  A few of the occasions 
that have stood out are… 

• An outstanding response to the Cabin Fever direct 
mail campaign since January 10th 

• Meeting second graders and their teachers at 
Oglethorpe Park Elementary School on February 6th 

• Great weather and super turnout for 2nd Sunday 
event on February 8th 

• The wonderful, elegant luncheon on February 13th, 
with old and new friends and a great speaker 

• Excellent progress on the Tea Cabin restoration 
during January and February 

• Thoughtful, constructive attention to organizational 
improvement by our members during Roundtable 
discussions on February 17th 

• Teamwork shown by the Cabin Fever Capital 
Campaign Committee  

Thank you, dear Emily Swift!                                      
Dottie 

From the 
President 

Dottie at the     
Chihuly Museum, 
Seattle, Washington 

Board Notes—February 2015 

Received suggested changes to By-Laws affecting Article III 
Membership, Article VI Officers, and Article IX Resignation, 
Reinstatement, and Revocation of Membership. It approved 
sending the proposed changes to the membership.  Members will 
have received the proposal by February 26 and must vote on each 
one at the March membership meeting. 

Approved proposal to make the following changes to the Tea 
Cabin during restoration: “Use the kitchen in the Tea Cabin as a 
museum store with photos on the walls and new curtains, to 
remove the oven and relocate the sink and refrigerator making 
the room more accessible for guests and, with funds permitting, 
to improve the countertops.” 
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It was an unusually lovely sunny crisp day on January 29th on the Isle of Hope 
when 30 Cassina members and guests were treated to a special guided tour of the 
magnificent camellia gardens of Mrs. Jan Curran of Savannah, Georgia.                
A scheduled Cassina field trip, the tour was arranged by our Field Trips 
committee led by Becky Yelverton who knows the Currans. Poised on 5 
incredible acres on a bluff above the Intercoastal Waterway, the Curran/Jackson 
compound has been in their family for four generations dating back over 100 
years. The property is graced with dozens of varieties of old camellia bushes and 
trees, some towering twenty feet or higher, and most in magnificent full bloom 
that day! We were all treated to a camellia flower by our gracious hostess as we 
enjoyed many stories about Curran/Jackson family history and garden lore. 
Thanks to our committee, Susie Salvatore, Elizabeth LeSueur and Sibby Gruber 
who assisted in arranging this wonderful day. After the tour, lunch was enjoyed at 
the B. Tillman Restaurant in Savannah. Many brought home Byrd’s famous 
cookies from the 
adjoining bakery and 
company store. 
YUM! A wonderful 
day was enjoyed by 
all! 
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Above: Host Jan Curran with her Dad, 
David Jackson. Below: The former 
Jackson home where where Jan Curran 
grew up. 

Right: Camellias galore! 

Thirty lucky Cassina member & guests shown in front of the home of host, Jan Curran, on the Isle of Hope, Savannah, Georgia on 
January 29th. Left to right front row – Sharon Flores, Sibby Gruber, Dale Anderson, Joanne Scott, Ladye Heisel, Jan Curran with 
canine friend and her Dad, David Jackson, Anne Aspinwall, Sandy Storino, Elizabeth LeSueur, Mary Carnathan, Beverly Nash, June 
Brown, Susie Salvatore, Back Row right to left: Ginger Sifford, Janis Rodriguez, Brenda Davis, Jan Campbell, Alice Barlow, Janice 
Lamattina, Sue Cansler, Becky Yelverton, Ann Harrell, Beth Thrift, Kathryn Gilmour (daughter of Becky Yelverton), Nan Fuller, Wil 
Kampschmidt, Susan Haley. Not pictured, Jennifer Broadus. 

A Day on Isle of Hope – Lovely Day. Gracious Hosts. Wonderful Place. 
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Cabin Restoration Update 

In January, the timber window frames were constructed in 
Savannah by John Ecker. They were built from white pine and 
are historically correct using pegs and hand tools. No nails or 
screws were used. Each frame weighs over 80 lbs.  

For several days, members and visitors to the cabins were able to 
watch tabby being made. The oyster shells used came from 
South Carolina. The oyster shells are not crushed in the mixture 
of sand, water and lime, but mixed whole. John Ecker gave a 
demonstration to members and visitors onsite. The sand, water 
and shells are mixed, then the lime is added. Once the lime is 
mixed, there is a chemical reaction and the mixture becomes 
very hot. The lime begins to bubble and steam pours out of the 
mixer. The tabby closely matches the original tabby in content. 
Wooden forms were made to hold the tabby pours needed at the 
base of the windows. The tabby was 
applied by hand around the timber 
frames.  

During the process of removing the old 
windows and door, an artifact was 
found.. It is round, made of metal, and 
probably copper since it had a green 
color and left a green stain in the tabby. 
Myrna Cook was called in to identify it. 
Until it is cleaned and analyzed by the 
archeologist, Norma Harris, we will not know 
for sure what the artifact is. 

Also, while removing the concrete threshold in 
the door opening, the side view of the flooring 
could be clearly seen. There was the layer of 
wooden floor and discovered underneath the 
concrete was a hard base on the dirt. Again, 
Myrna Crook was called to inspect the finding 
and she is confident that the hard base under the concrete is 
tabby. This would mean that the cabins had tabby floors. We 
will not know for sure until the flooring is removed in another 
phase of the restoration. 

All timber frames have been installed and tabby was poured and 
applied to repair the walls and areas around the window frames.  
The stucco has also been applied and should be completed in 
early March. The walls will then need to cure before the 
whitewash can be applied.  This process could take months 
depending on weather. In the meantime the shutters are being 
constructed in Savannah and will be installed in March. Once the 
shutters are installed the first phase of the cabin restoration will 
be completed. 

John Ecker and Chris Anderson from Tidewater Preservation 
have been staying at Janis Rodriguez’s house to save Cassina 
money on hotel costs during the months of January and 
February. The Board will review and approve the next phase of 
the cabin restoration. Any questions or concerns may be directed 
to Janis Rodriguez.                                                                                     
                                                      Submitted by Janis Rodriguez 
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Tribute to Chris Anderson 
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Field Trip Coming – March 25 !!! 

A private garden tour of the 
Jacksonville Zoo is always a treat!  

Back by popular demand, don’t miss this special field 
trip to the Jacksonville Zoo featuring a private tour with 
Zoo Horticulturalist, Robert Chabot. Robert was our 
guest speaker at our 2014 annual Luncheon. The fee is 
$25 per person. We will have lunch at a local restaurant 
after the tour! Send your check to Sue Cansler, P.O. 
Box 20191, SSI, GA 31522.  

Field Trip Co-Chairs – Becky Yelverton, Sibby Gruber, 
Elizabeth LeSueur and Susie Salvatore 

We still have a place for you! 
This delightful trip has been planned to emphasize visits to 
beautiful gardens and historic homes. Thomasville, GA, is 
a charming community known for its rich history and 
magnificent rose gardens.  
This tour will include visits to Pebble Hill Plantation, 
Birdsong Nature Center, Thomasville Rose Garden, 
Thomasville History Museum and the beautiful Victorian 
showplace – the Lapham-Patterson House. The journey 
home will include a stop in Valdosta, GA, to tour the 
Crescent House and Gardens. The trip is wonderfully 
priced at just $230 per person (double occupancy) and is 
all-inclusive except for one lunch. Single rooms also 
available for an additional $58. Tour limited to just 40 
Cassina members and guests. Send your check for $230 to 
Cassina Treasurer, Sue Cansler, P.O. Box 20191, SSI, GA 
31522. See our website for more details.  

Field Trip Co-Chairs – Jennifer Broadus & Jennifer Wilcoxon 

Cassina members were out in full force on February 
10th for the monthly second Sunday celebration which 
is held at Bennie’s Red Barn during the winter 
months. Cassina Garden Club was the beneficiary of 
the fundraising this day, so Cassina ladies were there 
in three shifts to help 
sell raffle tickets.  

Many thanks to 
Cassina member 
Mary Starr                
(a Second Sunday 
Board member) who 
helped arrange the 
event for us. The 
money raised will go 
into the Capital 
Campaign fund for 
our cabin restoration 
program!                    

Thank you Second 
Sunday! 
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Reminder:  Penny Pines 

Remember to bring your extra change     
for Penny Pines to our March meeting.         
We are well on our way to purchasing         

a tree for each month this year.                                    
Keep up the good work! 

                                                  Bev Nash - Chair 

Jennifer Broadus, Dottie 
Fielder, Yolanda O’Hern & 
Ruth Kolumber who covered 
the first shift, sold raffle 
tickets. 
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SSI Garden Council Update 
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With a fortunate break in the weather on Monday, February 
18th, gardeners from Cassina and Live Oaks Garden Clubs  
held a work session to prune the roses at the Rose Garden      
on Demere Road.  

The site has been maintained by members of the Saint Simons 
Council of Garden Clubs as part of its focus on island 
beautification. Originally planted along the wooden fence at 
the Causeway entrance for the G 8 Summit Meeting held at  
Sea Island in June 2004, these roses were transplanted to the 
present site because of major road changes and construction in 
later years.   

Georgia History Day! 

Cassina Presents at Oglethorpe Point 
Elementary School 

Cassina members June Brown and Dottie Fielder 
presented a program to four classes of second grade 
students at Oglethorpe Point Elementary School 
(OPES) on February 6. OPES celebrates Georgia 
History Day every February and Cassina has 
participated for many years. This year’s program 
concerned the tabby cabins and artifacts from the 
early 1800s which are displayed there. The students 
were able to touch some of the wooden tools used by 
slaves; each one took home a cotton boll full of seeds, 
straight from the field. They were fascinated by a 
video showing the Tidewater Preservation workers 
manufacturing tabby from the raw materials of sand, 
oyster shells, water, and lime to use on our cabins.  
This lesson tied in with a science unit on changing 
states of matter they had studied in the fall. Seeing the 
spontaneous chemical reaction from the materials 
produce steam and moist tabby made the lessons 
come alive for the 

Left to right: Lee Dillard, Sandra Johanek (President of Live Oak 
Garden Club) June Brown, Anne Aspinwall & Ruth Kolumber 

Above:             
Dottie Fielder 
teaching the class.                 
Right:               
June Brown 
discussing 
primitive tools. 

Submitted by 
Dottie Fielder 

Golden Days in Bloom! 

Our Daffodils are just about ready 
to start blooming. Please go by the 
cabins when you can and see them. 
The blooms this year are the results 
of efforts made over the last four 
years. You are making it possible for 
us to make a beautiful enhancement 
to the landscape around our cabins 
each spring. You are also making it 
possible to honor many of our 
members for their important 
contributions over the years to 
Cassina. What a great Garden Club project. Get involved in 
helping with this when you can.  

Submitted by Bev Nash for Neil Henry 
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Garden Walk on Its Way! 

We are happy to report that we have five gardens 
for our 9th Annual Tabby and Tillandsia Garden 
Walk.  From the ocean to the marsh each garden is 
unique and filled with ideas. “Garden Surprises” is 
our theme, and visitors will be searching for small 
tabby cabins in each garden. Other stops include 
“Fine Arts and Flowers” at 
Glynn Visual Arts, Fort 
Frederica’s herb garden, 
ACE Garden Center and of 
course, our own gardens and 
Garden Party. 

Our teams are beginning to 
fill up. We are so grateful to 
everyone who has offered their help. There will be 
signup sheets at the March meeting.  

If you are an artist, we would love to have you 
painting during our Garden Party or in one of the 
gardens earlier in the day. Please call Anne 
Aspinwall or Jennifer Broadus for the details.  

Anne Aspinwall – Chair 

Ronald McDonald House Report 

According to information received at the Oleander 
District Meeting in October, over-all garden club 
collections for Ronald McDonald 
house have been down this year. We 
would like to encourage every 
member to remember to save those 
pull tabs and be sure to bring to each 
club meeting to turn in to Libby 
Hogan. Don't forget to bring toiletry 
items as well. 

Libby Hogan - Chair 

Round Table Discussions – Feb 17 

On February 17th, over 50 members of Cassina met to voice 
their opinions on the future plans, activities and structure of 
the Club. Following a brief welcome by President Dottie 
Fielder, By-Laws Chairman Leslie Carlton presented 
proposed By-Laws changes and finance committee member, 
Kay Harrell, reviewed Cassina’s normal yearly income and 
expense statement. Members then broke into small groups to 
discuss and individually complete questionnaires containing 
14 questions focusing on membership and participation 
requirements, fundraising responsibilities and dues. 

The information collected from the questionnaires was 
reviewed and tabulated by a group of 8 members:  three 
Membership Committee members, two past Presidents,     
the current President, Vice President and By-Laws Chair. 

Continued on next page 

Member Concerns 
Deepest Sympathy to the Family 

of Chris Anderson 
Get well soon to Charlotte Dennis 

after a recent injury. 
Have info to share? Contact Sandy Storino 

634-1141 or Anne Brown 638-8189 
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 THE CASSINA THYMES  

The Cassina Thymes is published 10 times a year and is 
distributed to members around the 1st of the month via 
email and also by regular mail for those who request it. 

Articles must be submitted by the 15th of the month 
preceding the publication month. Please submit photos 

and articles to Newsletter Editor:  Jennifer Broadus 
jenniferbroadus@broadus.com 

Round Table Discussions – continued 

Those who attended the February 17th meeting, 
received the results of the questionnaires by email on 
February 18th. Members who were unable to attend, 
received emails or hard copies of the questionnaires. 
Their information will be tabulated and reported at a 
later date. 

The results of the meeting show that the majority of 
those attending were in favor of 1) relaxing both 
Membership and Participation requirements; 2) 
reducing fundraising efforts and responsibilities and 
3) increasing dues to more closely meet the Club’s 
normal yearly expenses. In addition, information 
gleaned from comments written on the back of the 
questionnaires or from reports of topics discussed in 
the small groups revealed that many members feel 
that the Club needs to place a greater priority on 
socializing and developing more meaningful 
relationships with other members.    

The Membership Committee will be looking at ways 
to address these concerns over the next several 
weeks. Revised By-Laws and Standing Rules 
reflecting the majority’s desires will be presented. 
New activities targeted at developing friendships as 
well as gardening skills will be explored. Please 
contact us if you wish to participate in our 
discussions. The Membership Committee is open to 
all members interested in supporting our members.                                                                              
                                                                        
Submitted by Lee Dillard 

 Cabins

The cabins were opened in honor of Black History Month 
on Saturday, February 21st. A large number of visitors and 
snowbirds joined docents Martha Armstrong, Leslie Carlton 
and Dottie Fielder to tour the cabins and inspect the 
progress of the restoration at the Tea Cabin. A highlight of 
the morning was a presentation by Amy Roberts from the 
African American Heritage Coalition who gave a lively talk 
on famous African-American persons from Glynn County.   

Martha Armstrong & Leslie Carlton – Docent Chairs 

Top: Amy Roberts from the African American Heritage Coalition. 
Bottom: Amy with visitors. 
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    The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.  87th Annual Convention 
            "Georgia 's  Coastal Magic"  April  15-17 , 2015 
     Jekyll Island Convention Center 
         75 North Beachview Drive, Jekyll Island GA 31527 
 
Last Name______________________________________________First Name_________________________________ 
 
Badge Name Preference_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_______________________________________State_____________________________Zip___________________ 
 
Phone______________________ E-mail________________________________________________________________ 
                 
Club Name______________________________________________ District____________________________________ 
 
List Special Diet Restrictions __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:  
 *All State Board Members are Voting Delegates; please check Voting Delegate box if applicable 
__ State President                   __ District Board Member                     __My first GCG Convention 
__Member     __ Guest                  __ Council President    __ Deep South Board Member 
__ Voting Delegate *                                      __ Former State President   __ Deep South Life Member 
__ Club President                   __ State Board Member                      __ National Board Member 
__ District Director                                      __ State Life Member                      __ National Life Member 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO REGISTER  (Package OR Part-Time, please check one): 

__ PACKAGE PLAN  includes Registration fee, 5 meals  (Opening Dinner, District Breakfast, Award of Merit Luncheon, Awards Banquet,  
Life Member & Installation Luncheon) 
 
PACKAGE PLAN TOTAL..................................................................................................................... $197.00  $__________ 
   
 
__ PART-TIME PLAN  
 __ Wednesday: GCG Club President's Dinner & Keynote Speaker................................. $ 46.00  $__________       
 __ Thursday:     District Breakfast & District Installations.............................................. $ 22.00  $__________        
 __ Thursday:      Award of Merit Luncheon………............................................................. $ 35.00  $__________       
 __ Thursday: Awards Banquet.................................................................................... $ 46.00  $__________        
 __ Friday:  Life Member Luncheon & State Officer Installations........................... $ 35.00  $__________        
 
REGISTRATION FEE............................................................................................... (Per Day) $10.00 X_____   $__________        
PART-TIME PLAN 
TOTAL………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 $__________        
 

 
Total Registration Costs......................................................................................................................................  $__________         
Late Registration Fee..................................................... (After April 1 include $15.00, in addition to daily fee)   $__________         
TOUR REGISTRATION 
__   Jekyll Island Historic District Tram Tour - Wednesday 3 PM (limited to first 50)……………………….. $23.00  $__________        
__   Sea Turtle Center with trolley transportation - Thursday 3 PM (limited to 60 guests)……………… $16.00  $__________        
Total Enclosed ................................................................................................................................................  $__________       
                 Registration Deadline: Apr il  1,  2015 
 
             Make check payable to GCG 2015 Convention: 
                 Mail check and this form to: Lisa Hall 
               25 Sparnel Road, Savannah, GA 31411 
                912-598-9504 hall7796@bellsouth.net 
 
         DAILY $10 REGISTRATION FEE NOT REFUNDABLE. NO REFUNDS AFTER APRIL 4 ,  2015 


